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~ SCOTLAND’s Grievances, 


~ Relating to_ 


x JE Rp. ~ 


Humbly offered to the Confideration 


Vos quibus potior eff turpis cum fecuritate fervitns,quam 


honefta eum periculo libertas, islam, quam magus 
eftimatis, fortunam, amplectamini, Ego in Patria, 
fape defenfa liber & libens moriar: trec se priss 
ejus caritas quam vita relinquet. Vailas ad Brufs 


fium. Buchan. Hi. lib. 8. Which for the be= 
“nefit of thofe that don’t underftand Latin, is 


Englih’d thus, 


You who had rather like Cowards fubmit-yout 


Necks to a Yoke of Ignominious Slavery; 
than expofe your {elves to any Danger in 


aflerting the Public Liberty; Hugg that For= 


tune which you value fo highly: For my 
part, I fhall cheerfully Sacrifice niy Life to 
dieaFree-man in my Native Country, which 
Ihave fo often Defended: Nor will I ccafe 
to Love it, till] ceafe to Live: Wallace to 


Bruce, when he join’d with the Lnglifb a; 
gaintt his Country. Deas © | 
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Ordinibus Regni, Scotorum gemitus & lamentabiles querelz 


| FE People of Scotland, mof? {ilaftriows Patriots, like 
Children in a great meafure depriv’d of the Kindnefs and Pro- 

tetion of one of their Parents, have recourle to you as the other. 

when one Parent dead, or under a moral Incapacity of pere 

forming their part, if the other prove annatnral or negligent, the poor 
Children muft unavoidably be undone. The People of this Kingdom whom 


You Represent, have boen depriv'd of the benign Influences of ou Kings 


thefe 100 years. Our Neighbours having the Political Fathers of ouy 
Country under their Command, are fo far fromleaving them at liberty to 
treat us as Subjects and Children, that they bave from time to time made 
"em treat us like Enemies but never more than at prefent, as is obvious 
to all the World, to our great Lofs and Difhoneur. 

We have no other Remedy left us then, mot Noble Reprefentatives, 
but to proftrate our felves at your Feet, and to throw our felves into your 
Arms, asthofe vf our other Parent, bumblyimploring, nay conjuring you 
by all thatis Sacred, and by the Honour of the Scottif Name, that yout 
sould not Cuffer this Ancient and Gallant Nation to be fo much contemn'd 
andinjurcd. Webeg of youtoconfider how our Soverargnty and Frees 
dom is violated, our Laws trampled upon and ow Trade interrupted 5 
how our Brethren have been ftaru'd and made Slaves, ony Colony deferted 
and our Ships burnt. and loft abroad; whilff ow Petitions have been yee 
jetted, our Company baffled, our People famifb'd, ox Metropolis burnt, 
and flames of diviftons kindled among? us at home. , We intrest you to 


confider, how they that ought in kindnéfs nay ingratitude, to bave let us 


had Proviftons for oxr Money, wbilft they enjoy'd Plenty, and ought to 


“have protected us with their Ships, fince we are under one Sovertign, and 


have loft fo many Men in their Service by Sea and Land, [uffeved ms to die 


for want 5 and would not let us have the we of ony own Friggots, that 


were built at our ows Charge. We mult bee youto take into your molt 


feviows Thoughts, How your own Authority hath been trod ander foot, 


. -your Als violated, your Addrefs flighted, and the Company of your Eflabe 


lifhment opposd and opprefs'd. We pray youto remember, How Promiles 
made you to advance our Trade have been broke, haw thofe to our Company 

have been falfified, and how Englilh Miniflers have had private Ordersto 

al contrary eo thofe Promifs. We befeechyonta remember, how a Petition 
for delivering from Staviry, Gentlemen velated to {o many of you" Fami- 
lies, Sc. was lighted and opposd How ony Liberty of a National 

Petition for calling you together, Mofl Iluflrious Repreftutatives, to rea 

diels om National Grievances was invaded and traduceds How Your 
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Meeting has been wnveafonably adjourm'd fiom time to time, thothe bleed 
ing Hononr and Intereft of our Nation call‘d aloud for a prefent Remedy. | 
We beg of you with Tears, as you tender the Honour and Welfare of 
this Ancient Kingdom, to undeceive His Majeliy, who by His Anfwer to 
our Commiffioners feems to have been informed that yout Sentiments, and 


thofe of the Nation exprefs’d in our Petition, would not be the fame. . 


We hope you will confider the Difhonour put upon your Selves, by the 
effectual Anfwers given to the Addreffes of a Neighbonying Parliament, 


whilff Yours i waregarded; and that you will affet the Liberties of this’ 


Injurtd Nation, againft the Tnfoleace and Oppreffiois of Ungrateful Meigh- 
bours, Consider the Noble Atchievement’s of our. Auceftors, in. defence of 


our Freedom and Honour. May it never befaid we are fo.much degett? 


rated asmeanly to part with thofe Fewels, which they purchafed for ws 
with the Price of their Blood. » And mach lefs, that thofe who fal fly re- 
proached us with felling our King, (hould have juft grounds-to tell us 
that any of our Reprefentatives fold om Country. Let not this Nation 
that they could never Conquer by their Swords, be inglovioufly fubdued by 
their Moitey. : 
we muft leavelt with you melt Noble Patriots, to tabe care that ro 
fuch Jadas‘s bring a perpetual Infamy upon the Parliaments of Scocland. 
May the very afpect of your Avent Afjembly prove their Bane, ‘may it 
force them to confi(stheir Treafonable Crime in betraying or Blood. ard 
Honowr, may they afterwards go to their deferved Place, and may their 
Pofts be fill'd with Honefter Men. | eet 
We muft in the lalt place humily befeech you to prevent oxr being farther 
impoveri(k’d and enflav'd, bya Panding Army in time of Peace. ie 
have the fame Love for our Country that our Anceftcr's had, and are as 
willing to defend it as they without mercinay Troops. Lev us all be 
Arma and Difctplin‘d as they were, and. ther we [hall foon make good 
our Matto of Nemo-me impune Laceffet ; Owr forefather sdid Wonders 
mithout Panding Armys, and that wehave not lof aur Native Courage 
is evident from what our undifciplin'd Men did both bere and in Yreland 
{nce the Revolution. | es 
Let not a Nation then who formerly {pread the Glory of their Arms all 
over Europe be difpivited under the Bondage of a Foreign Court. Let 
wot that Blood that formerly usd to gather Lawrels in the field of: Battle, 


_ and rais‘dtne Honour of our Codntyy be fo prodigally fpilt in. the. Quar- 


vels of other Nations that make us juch Ingrateful Returns. May Heavin 
Tofpire your Auguft Affembly with proper Methods to deliver us from, be. 


ing opprefs'd at home and defpistd abroad, . May you be Blofs‘d-to inn 


prove the preleat Oppertunity of fo doing, which if loft the like 1s not to be 
againexpected, and as youhavehad the Honour to begin and advance on. 
Deliverance, mayyou have the Glory tecampleatit, aks to render your 
Memary Sacred to all|ucceeding Ages. 
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‘Y INCE our Nation bethought themfelyes of advancing their 
. Trade, by the A& for eftablifhing a Company Trading to 
Africa and the Indies, a greater Invafion hath been made 
 \ponour Sovereignty and Freedom, than hath happened 
at any time fince We were inglorioully becray’d by Baliol, | 
, ‘Twere needle(s to offer Inftances to ‘prove this, had we. not to 
do with aSett of Men who having bafely betray’d us, would wil- 
lingly bereave Us of our Senles, that we fhould neither perceive 
nor refent it. | | 
~The Matters of Fa& being notorious, we fhall only mention 


them here with fome (hort Refle@ions, and take them in order of 
time as follows. wee ® 


- ‘The Addrefles of both Houfes of Parliament in England apainft 
our 4& above-mentioned, was fuch an Invafion, as to which it may 
bea proper Enquiry for our Parliament, Whether thofe Addreffes 
were not Contriv’d and Promoted by fome about the K. asthe laft 
Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords was 3 and whether any Native of 
Scotland was concern’d in Contriving or Promoting the fame? 
Jn the nexe place ic willappear, That che Parliament of Scot- 
land has a much Right to fignifie to the Kingby_ Addref or other- 
wife, thatthe faid Addrefles were contrary to the Law>of Nations, 
-and an Intrenchment upon the Sovereignty of Scotiand, as the En- 
olifh Parliament had toprefencthe {aid Addrefs to him agaiaft our 


Ad. ! 
"They thar Advis’d the King’s Anfwer to the faid Addrefs, are 
_ guiley of fuch an Invafion, 2s to which it would feem thac the Par- 
liament of Scotland have as much Right to Refolve, That whoever 
Advis’d His Majefty co the faid Anfwer, had done as much as in 
them lay ro create: a mifunderftanding betwixt him and-his People 
of Scotland, as the Commons of England had to Refolve fo upon 
His Majefty’s Anfwer to their Refolves aboutche Irifh Forfeitures. 
The Memorial given in co the Senate of Hambureh, April. 7ths 
1697. againft our Company’s making any Convention or Treaty 
with thac City for Promoting our Commerce, was fuch an Invafion. 
This may certainly bea juft. Caufe of Enquiry to the Parliament: of 
Scotland; Whether the faid Memorial Si a breach of che RY, 
np ; : 
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of Nations, fincethe King of England has no Riglicto take Cogni- 
zance of whic is done by the Subje&ts of Scotland out of ‘the Do- 
minions of England. If the Fa@ion fay he did it as King of Scots, 
let them produce their Authoriry. % se 
In the next place they haveCaufe co enquire,whether theAflertion 
in that Memortal, that the Commi (fioners if our Company were no ways 
Authorized by His Majefly to make the faid Treaties was not falfe? 
And whether the faid Memorial was not an a@tual Difpenfing with, 
and acting contrary to the Law Eftablifhing our Company, which 
Empowers them tol reat for,and to procureExemptions and otherGrants 
as may be convenient for Supporting, Promoting and Enlarging their 
Trade and Navigation from any Foretgn Potentate or Prince what{os 
sotr, in Amity withbis Majefty. Peeucalat 
Tc would alfo fee to' be a proper Enqviry for the Parliament of 


" Scotland, Whether all the Dammédges the Company has fuftained by 


the faid Memorial,and other Oppofition made them by the Court, 
Oughe nor to be made good out of the Eftates of thofe who gave His 
Majefty thofe Advifes, and that in order thereunto His Majefty 
be Addrefs’'d to know who they were, or elfe chat hé would be 
pleaiedto make good the f1id Dammagés fome other way; for ef- 
fe&ting of which be ftands obliged by the faid A@, to interpofe 
his Authority upon the Publick Charge. : a 
Since inthe Clofe of the faid Memorial, His Majefty’s Minifters 
threaren the Aamburghers with the Confequences of a breach of 
Fiendfhip and good Correfpondénce wich England, if they did 
hor pur a ftop to the proceedings of our Commiffioners’ in thar 
City. This cogether withthe before-méntioned Proceedings of 
the Parliament of England pives che Parliament of Scotland amoré 
juft ground co Addrefs His Majefty to puca ftop tothofe Intrench- 
ments made by an Englifh FaGion (for we don’t clrirge it upor 
che whole Nation) vpon the Sovereignty and Freedom of Scotland, 
pele Enplif_t Pa: liament had to Addrefs His Majefty againft our 
Ae } 
Iemay alfo deferve the Enquiry of the Parliament of Scotland, 
Why the Ring of England’s Minifters fhould dare to have call’d 
them‘elves Minifters co the King of Great Britziz in chat Aemorial, 
which was indirect oppofition'to a Scots A@ of Parliament and 
Lerters Patents Granted by the King of Scotland: Since our Couns 
try isinciuded inthe Denomination of Great Britain, and thar His 
Majtfty, as King of Scois, neither did nor could give them any ' 
Authority to prefene that Memorial, This deferves thei Enquiry ” 
fo much the more, that by this mearis or own Authority and Name 
may always be made ufe 6f againft our felves, as ic was in this 
Cafe, if care be not taken to prevent it 3 and befides, it may in 
facure Ages be made ufeof as'an Argument by the Englifh’ Hifte- 
rtuns; to prove that the Scots were Subje@ to England, nae 
. rmer 
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former Hiftorians ignorantly made ufe of icas an Argument te 
 ptove the fame thing, that fome of their Kings were faid to have 
Commartided overall Britain, by which nomoge was meant bur 
thac part of it which was Subjeét to the Romans, and fecur'd a- 
gainft the Incurfions of che Scots by Adrian’s or Severus’s Walls. 
"That the Company’s Addrefs of Fune 28th 1697. Complaining 
of that Memorial, and affercing like true Scorsmen their own 
Right, and thofe of rhe Nation againft the Invafions of our Neigh- 
ours, fhould haye no Anfwer from the King till the 2d day of 
Auguft after, deferves alfo the Enquiry of our Parliament byt 
much more that His Majefty’s Promife according to the faid An- 
{wer was never fulfilled ; nor a Declaration to Indernnifie the Ha%- 
burgers againft thefaid Memorial Granted, by which the Company 
was{o much injured, and the Independency of our Nation openly 
violated. ew . 
- Yet it’s ftill more to be wondred at, and deferves our Parliaments 
moft ferious Enquiry, Why afcer fo many repeated Addrefles from 
the Company, and one from the Parliament 1 felf. Fuly 22d 1698. 
our Nation fhould be fo much contemned and injured, and the Aye. 
thority of a: Parliament which had been fo kind to His Majefty, 
fo mnch trampled upon and undervalued, that the faid Memorial was 
fo far from being recalled, that Mr Stevenfar,the Company's Agent 
acquaincs them in hisLetter of the qth of Oitober, That the Englifh 
there did conftantly fay, the Company would never he Redve(sa 3 and In 
his of the 18th of Oéfober following, That he under|tood by Mr. Cref- 
fet the Engli(h Envoy to the Court of Lunenburgh,that if the Memorial 
_ were yet to be given in,it would have beendone 5 and that the faid Cref- 
fet had Private Ordersto aét quite contrary to our Company's Ex petlas 
tions, This was fuch a black piece of Treachery, and fhews fo 
much Contempt of our Nation, and fuch Rancour and Malice a- 
-gainft ir, that wecannor fee how the Parliament cin in Honour ta 
themfelves, and Honefly to the Kingdcm which they reprefeng, 
omit Addreffing His Majefly co difcover the Authors of {uch per- 
Micious Councils, that they may be proceeded againft according 
to the Lawof Macicns3 orat leaft co make'a Refoive, That the Au- 
thors and Abettors of fuch Councils, 1f Scotsmen, are Traytors 5 
and if Foreigners, are Enemies to the Kingdom of Scotland; and 
thacthe Ccmpany hasa Righe of Reprifal againft them and their 
Supporters when difcovered, This may perhaps feem too fevere, 
- for which we thall make no ovher Apology: but if what followed 
upon the Company’s reprefenting this Information to the Lore 
Seafield be duly confidered, ir will appear that ous Nagion’has no, 
reafon to be much fofter in tle Matter, for by that it is evident 
that Mr. Steven(on’s Information was bur too roa true, and rhar the 
fame wicked Ccunfllors who had acvifed that Oppofirion, {till 0+ 
sait’d the Afcendant : What elfe is the me aning of the Lord S---- -s 
f ; i aa 3 i trilling 
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trifling Anfwer upon the receipt of the Company’s Letter with 
Mr. Stevenfon’s inclos’d 3 could any Man think that a fufficient Ans 


fwer, that hecould noc as yet expect an opportunity of reprefenting 


the Matter to the King, becaufe be was fo very: mach employ'd in the 


Affairs of bis Englifh Parliament : Had” his Lordfhip forgot that he 


himfelf, as Prefident of the Parliament of Scotland, had Signd 
cheir Addrefs'to his Majefty rohave this very Grievance removed, 
and did hisLordfhip think the Parliament of Scotland fo very con- 
cemprible;: that an Affair of theirs might not find room amongft 


the Affairs of the Parliamentof England? Did his-Lordfhip never. 


know His Majefty go a Hunting all that Seafon, and could norhe 
have prevailed with him to have allowed a Hunting day or two, 


ro confides of an Affair wherein the Parliamentof the Scotland was. - 


{o mich concerned? What pity ‘tis his Lord{hip fhould not give 
our Parliament an Account whether this Anfwer was made by him- 


felf, or pucinhis Mouchby fome body elfe to paum a new delay 


2pon our Company. \ ech ye : 

The Contempt put upon our Nation in this Affair is further de- 
monftrable, from that continual Series of trifling with the Compae 
ny, and their having no other anfwer to thofe important Letters of 
theirs abovementioned (tho they wrote another to Seafield to pur 
him in mind of'them, daed Fanzary 13th) till the 7th of February 


_ following ; and thenhe fends to them, “ that he was commanded by 


‘¢ His Majefty to ler chem know that there being Accounts that the 
“ Ships belonging to the Company were arriv’d upon the Coaft of 
‘© America, and the particular Defign not’ being communicated to 
& His Majefty, he therefore delays giving anfwer, till he receive 
certain Information of cthe'r Setrlement. ° 

' whoever advis’d His Majefly to dealthus by our Company 
rook as little care of his Honour, as they did of our Welfare : 
Such evafive ahd difingenuous Anfwers in a private Perfon would 
have been cil’d by very hard Names : What Confiftency tsthere be- 
rwixt this Anfwerand the Promife, made by the two Secretaries, 


the ov Day of ‘Augu|?, 1697? That he would order bis Minifters ab 


Hamburch and Eunenburgh not to make afe of his Name and Authority 
for objtrecting our Companyiz the profecution of they Trade with the Taba- 
vit ants of ihat City.” This Promife was abfolurc, ‘and the Court 


fiends tow charg’d by Mr. Cre(cet, with giving private Inftrndions 


contrary to this, and other publick Promiies 5 yer tho His Majefty’s 
Honour, and’the Intereft ot Scotland be fo much concern’d, that 
the Scandal fhould bev ip’d off by a fpeedy and pandiual perform 


ance of his Promife, here’s a new delay pur upon the Company, 


\ 


and a'Promife which was abfo'ute before, tow made conditional a 


Year and an half after,’ and before they are to expect an anfwer 
Whether it fhall be {ulfil'd or not: His Majefty requires certain /In- 
formar on of che Collonic’s Settlement, as if shofe pernicious Coun 
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fellours,. who advis’d to this Condué could think this fuffctent to 
abfolve His Majefty from a Promife he had made fo long before, to 
take off the ftop he had put to their Subfcriptions at Hambirgd. 
" Bug that the pernicious Counfellours defign’d this only as an 
amufement and delay without any defignthat our Grievances fhould 
be redrefs’d, will appear by the Sequel: »For after the Compary 
had acquainted His Majefty with the Settlement of their Coiony 
in the Terms of his own A@ of Parliament, and that a very Loyal 
and Pertinent Addrefs was alfo prefenred to His “Majefty from the 
Colony it felf. 5 yet this Incerdi@ Jaid upon our Subfcriptions ac 
Hamburgh was. never taken off to this Day, tho the Company did 
again pre(s itin their Lecter to. His Majefty 5 with an Account of 
their Colony’s Settlement: nor had they ever any Redrefs for Capt. 
Long, of the Rupert Prizes, traducing their Colony asa Company 
of Rogues, Vagabonds, and broken Officers, without any Commif- 
fion from the King, and that His Majefty would not own them ; all 
which makes it evident that there was nothing of Sincerity in the 
Condué of thofewho were His Majefty’s Counfellours, as to the 
Affairs of out Company. © > 2 SPO 
This will fill be further evident from the Proclamations pub. 
lifl’d againft-our Colony in Jamaica, Barbadoes, and New England, 
which were noc only treacherous to the higheft degree, bucfuch an 
Invaficn upon the Sovereignty and Independency of our Nation, 
as ought not to be pafé’d over by our Parliament without 2 Prote- 
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{lation againft them, and a ftri& enquiry after the Authors and 
Advifers of themi Rot Th Qin | . 
That they are fullof Treachery and Malice againft our Country; — 
is plain from their being emitted(as appears by their Dates) before 
ever any Complaint was made againft us by the Spaniards, before 
“we were heard what we could fay in our own defence 5 and at the 
fame time whilft our Lord Prefidencand Advocat were fent for trom 


t 


Scotland, to hear what they could fay in Juftification of our Cclo- 
~py’s Settlement. The Treachery is alfo plainly demonftrable, be- 

caufe the faid Proclamations were publifh’d without contulting the 

Councilof Scotland, and that they were’ contrary ro the folemn 

Promifes, made by the Commiffioners and Prefidents in our Parliae 

ments from time rorime 5 wherein His Majefty promis'd to encou- 

rage and protect our Trade, of which thofe Proclamations are ur 

terly fubverfive. ao oa 

Tf it be objeGed that His Majefty was obliged to publifly thofe 

Proclamations ont of regard tO the Englifh Nation and His Foreign 

Allies.’ We anfwer that his Majefty by his Coronation Oath as King tt 

of Scotland, is oblig’d to govern us by ourown Laws, and not by - iy 

any Confideration of Foreign Interefts; but admitting that he oughe i 

jn this Cafe to have giv’n the preference to the Englifh N ation, and 

his Foreign Allies: It will by no means acquit the pbs be re 

bate eh PG GED Meer --fellours 
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fellors of Treachery towards us, fince the Jeaft they could have ad- 
vis’ in this cafe was, that we fhould have had notice of fuch Pro. - 
clamations before-hand, that we might have been upon’ our 
Guard, and have done what we could'to have prevented our Colo- 
nies being frightened or ftarved from Darien; the omitting of 
which alone; ‘had there been nothing of an a@ual concurrence to 
deftroyus, makes thofe Counfellors chargeable with the Blood of 
Our Men; the Lofs of our Treafure, and the Difappointment of the 
juft Expectation we had from that Expedition. BEL AS Rat 
‘That the publifhingof thofe Proclamations was an unfufferable 
i Intrenchment upon the Sovereignty and Independency of our Na- 
fe tion is undeniable, fince thereby the King of Exglaiid takes uport 
— i himfelfto condemn the Subje@s of Scotland as Invaders of the'Do- 
al i minions Of Spain, and thereupon forbids his Englith Subje&s to 
of | have any Correfpondence with them, or to fupply them with any 
| Neceffaries, which by the Law of Nations muft be interpreted an 
| A& of Hoftility, when done by one Nation to another. 
| That this being done by the King Of England is an Invafion upon 
: 


the Sovereignty of Scotland, is evident, becaufe he hath no right 
neither as a Liege-Soveretgn, nor Conqueror to judge’ of our 
Adtions. If he did itas King of Scots, then it concerns our Parlia- 
ment to enquire by what Law he could do it without their Confenr, 
| or what Scot/men advis’d him fo todo; and whether it be true what 
i Mr. Vernon faid, Thatic was done withthe Lord S——’s Privacy — 
| and Confenr.’ 
That the emitting of thofe Proclamations was a deliberate Aion 
Po Pf ‘Of the fernic’ous Counfellors, and full of Malice and Treachery 
| againtt the Kingdom of Scotiand appears further. from the publifh- 
i ing a Second Proclamation, Sept. s. 1699, at Barbadoes, againft 
| entertaining any Correfpondence with the Scots at Darien, tho the 
Lerd Prefident and Advocate had fo long before given in fuficient 
Reafons to juftify our Sectlemenc. This will appear yet ‘more 
plainly if the Tenor of that Proclamation be coafidered, which is 
not fo pofitive as that at Faraica in condemning our Settlemenc at 
Darien, as conrrary 0 the Peace with his Majefty’s Al.ies, but is 
_ exprefs’d doubefully 5° Le/? the fame fhould derogate from the Treattes 
His Mayefiy hath entered into with the Crown of Spain, or be other wife 
prejudicial to ary of His’ Majefly’s Colonies in the Weft-Indies. 
Whence it is evident that we have a pofitive Injury done us, tho 
the Court could not be pofitive, but only fuppos'd that our Sere 
tlement might derogate trom his Majefties Treaties with Spain, oF 
be prejudicial to his Majefties Colonies in the We(t-Indies, The 
Authors of this Procl:mation knew well enough the ftate of our 
Colony’s Provifions, and how fatal thofe Proclamations would be 
t> them; and therefore no Art can~palliate their Malice and 
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That the faid Proclamations were emitred: witli a defign,ro ruin 
our Colofy is demonriftrable from this, That.tho our Company 
upon the difmal. News of its Difafter, did in a very dutiful manner 
peticion his Majefty, ‘ puchim in mind of the feveral Acts of Par- 
«© Jiament, and his Letters Patent, authorifing che Natives of this 
<* Kingdom to ferrle Plantations in Afz, Africa and America; upon 
«© the Faith and Encouragement of which they form’d chemfelves 
‘© Into a Company, and had made a Settlement at Darien, precife- 

‘ ly according to the Terms of thefaid Acts and Letters Patent 5 

6 acthe fame time informing him, Thar chey had but roo much 
© reafon to believe that the faid Proclamations -had been. of fatal 
“ Confequence to our Company and Colcny 5 defiring that the 
* effe& of the Proclamations might be taken off, and that they 
‘¢ might be fupplied from the Englifh Plantations in the ordinary 
“ way of Commerce. Yer notwithftanding all this Application 
theyhada meer trifling Antwer returned chem, and Couch’d in 
{uch Arhbiguous Terms as might leave room for farther trifling, viz 
That we {hould have the fame freedom of Trade and Commerce with the 
Englith Plantations as ever we bad formerly, which was juft none ac 
all. So that this was nothing buca meer Evafion, and no dire 
Anfwer to. ovr Companies neceflary and reafonable Petition, 
Certainly it concerns our Parliament to enquire who were the 
' Authors of this fcandalous Breach of Publick Laws, upon the Faich 
of which our Country ventur’d fo muchto Sea, and by the viola- 
tion of which infuch a manner the Sovereignty of our Nation is 
trampled under foot, and we Have loft fo much Blood and 
Treafure. © AR as ae 2 
_ The Malice of thefe pernicious Counfellours againft our Country 
and Colony, isfurtherdifplay’d by their doing all thac’s poflible 
to preclude us from having our Grievances redrefsed; wehave in 
"vain Petitioned the Court ever fince the laft Seffions of Parliament, 
and therefore had no way left ws but to:Peticion that the Parlia- 
ment may meet againac the day appointed in November next, that 
His Majefty may-have the Advice and Affiftince of the Great Coun- 
cil of this Nation, in fuch.a Weighy and General Concern. 
This thofe blefled Counfellours are fo far from thinking fit to be 
Granted, that they Advife His Majefty co Adjourn our Parliament 
further till the sth ot Aerch following; juft when they heard this 
Petition was coming up; and ac the fame time we are told,that His 
Majefty will Order the Parliament co meec when he judg’d the 
Good of the Nation did require it; as if any could be better Judges 
chan the Nation it felt which groan’d under Oppreffion:,and knew 
no other way of being delivered from them or as if the Advice, 
af the Council General of our Company, wherein the Flower of 
our Nobilityand Gentry, and a great number of the Members of 
our Pefliament are included, were not more proper to give sae 
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jefty Advice in this matter, than an Englifh and Durch: Fa@ion 
mixt with fome Scotchmen: who have fo litcle Intereft in their 
Country or Affection toit, astobecray ic for Brea? ‘or the Favour 
of the Courc. “Thusthe Honour and Intereft of er Country are 
ftillirampled upon. Of ait Ned Ra 

Tho thofe continued Slights andMarks of Contempt were enough 
to have wearied our Company ont, and might juftly have provok’d 

‘ the Nation to have taken other Meafures; yet the Company out of 
their Zeal to the publick Welfare, continue their: Applications to 
His Majefty, and fend up an Addrefs to him by the Lord Ba/ 
Hamilton; wherein they acquaint HisMajefty, “that Capt. Pincar- 

_ § ton, Commander of their Ship the Dulphin, being fore’d afhoar 
“ under the Walls of Carthagena; to avoid Shipwrack was with 
*“ all his Company 5 fome of them Ginttervict belonging to the 
‘© heft Families of the Nation detain’d Prifoners, and inhumanly 

_  as’d, contrary co the Treaties betwixt the Crowns of Spain and 
“* Great Britain, thac the Colony had in the Name of His Majefty 
“ and the Company fent to demand them ; but inftead of having it 
“© oranted, their Meffenger was threatned to be put in Chains, and 
‘© not allow’d to fee any of the faid Prifoners ; and therefore they 
“ choughe themfelves boutd in Duty and Confcience to lay their 
“< deplorable Cafe before His Majefty,and for that end commiffioned _ 
“ the Lord Bajil Hamilton, oneof their Number, to prefent their 
‘¢ Addrefs to His Majefty, and to give him a further account of 

‘© their other Affairs, not doubting but His Majéfty would rake 

<* fpeedy and effedual mea(ielitor redrefling their Dammage, and 

“ obtaining the Freedom of thofe diftreffed Prifoners. 

Tho this Addrefs, and the Calamities which our Nation at 
home, and Colony abroad labour’d under, might one would have 
thought force Compaffion, and {peedy Relief from the Breaft of '4 
generous Enemy ; yet fuch is the continued prevalency of the per- 
nicious Counfellours, thac the accepting of this Addtefs is pur 
off; and by confequence the Redrefs of our Grievances, and thé 
Relief of thofe wretched Gentlemen, and ochers delay’d, on a tri- 
fling and frivolous pretext, -“ that the Lord Bafil Hamilton had noc 
<¢ waited upon His Majefty, when formerly at London, had never 
“¢ fince given anv publick Evidence of his Loyalry, nor acknow- 
“ ledg’d His Majefty’s Government. This wasabove a month after 
the Addrefs was fign’d, and muftfneeds be raken, as the Com- 
pany themfelves rightly underftood it to be a fignification of His 
Majefty’s Difpleafure at the Commiffion it felf, which my Lord Ba- 
fil brought up: There being no Prince in Earope, but would with 
open Arms embrace a SubjeQ@of my Lord Ba/il Hmilton’s Seed. 
and Charaéter, upon his return to his Duty, and prefenting an Ad- 
drefs that own’d His Majefty’s Title and Government (if he had ever 
acted apainft it) but much mofe 4Perfon of his high es 
: erity 


‘merit who ‘was never charged with any: thing inconfiftent with rhe 
Daty of a Loyal. and Peaceable Subied. cee 
It would “fee, then to be incumbent upon the Parliament of 
Scotland, to enquire who they were that Advifed His Majefty to 
dehy his Endeavours, which by Law he was obliged roexert, for. 
obtaining the Liberty of Capt. Pincarton and his Company, and the 
reftitucionof his Ship and Goods, though the Company had never 
Addreffed him upon that.Head: It would, we fay, feem to be ins 
cumbent upon che Parliament to enquire who ic was that, Advifed 
to the difpenfing with a pofitive Law, becaufe the, Commiflioner 
who prefented that Addrefs, }ad neglected a Ceremony which he 
ws by ho Law obliged to perform. If the Nation of Scotland is 
become fo contemptible thar its Rights muft be nevlected ;. and it 
the Blood of our Ulaftrious Nobilicy and Gallant Gentry be now fo 
vile that the omiffion ofa meer Ceremony 1s thought. fufficienc 
caufe to connive at Hoftilities committed upon our.People, and to 
fuffer Gentlemen related to the beft Families of rhe Kingdon co 
perifh in Infamous Slavery 3 Tes in vain for us to pretend robe a 
Free Nation: If wecannot Have fuch Injuries redrefs'd, we had 
4s good fend our Coronation Oath and Claim of; Right to His Mas 
jefty of England ina Prefent, and tell him, rhat hencefurward we 
will become his moft obedient Slaves and’ Vaffals, and will hang 
our felves. whenever he -fhall be Gracioufly pleafed to fend us 2 
Letrer and Bow-ftring for that end. | erat end >: Wane 
- Some we know will obje@ that His Majefty did not re‘ufe to 
to receive the Petition, though he would nor allow my Lord Ba/it . 
to Prefentic, and promifed to receive Information of what is de- 
minded from his Secretaries ; and:if my Lord Baji! would give in 
in Writing to chem what he had to reprefent, His Majefty would 
givehis Anfwer to che Company. 4 ey: # 
- To which wecan readily anfwer, That this 1s the diret Path to 
the Tyranny of the late Reigns, which ordered chat no Petition 
fhould be prefented to the King but by his Council: If His Majefty 
muft appoine who thall deliver the Petition, it’s all one-as,.it_ he 
fhould diate the Petition too. We would wifh the Pernicious 
Counllors to confider how they will reconcile this to thar Claim. 
ef Right, and whac an Anfwer they. will be able ro give our Par. 
-fiament, if they think fic-to tell chem, that His Majefty‘s teloved | 
Secrecary had formerly neglected delivering the Compunies Peti- 
tions, on pretence char he had nor an opportunity of doing ir, 
becaufe His Majcfty was fo much taken up wich che Affairs ot his 
Englith Parliament; and therefore chey had no reafon co eatrult 
him wichany more Petitions. =. a aie, 
Befides, itis vifible chat this delay proceeded meerly from a de: 
fign to ruin our Company entirely:.” Ic was known co the Wo. ld 
how mach they faffered in their Repucacion aad Incere: by. che, 
& dilafier 
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difafter of their Colony, which nothing in probability. could re- 
trieve, without the Countefiince and Concurrence, of His Majefty 
and Parliament; thisthe Enemies of our Nation were fenfible of, 
and therefore rake fuch meafuresas procure us all poffible marks of 
His Majefty‘s Difpleafure, and-an obftinate refufal of a Parliament. 
By this Oppoficion they had little reafon to doubt, that we fhould* 
be fo baulked in the Profecution of our American defign, as utter- 
ly co abandon it: When wefaw the Court refolved to thwart us in 
évery thing relating to it, and fo unmerciful as to delay procuring 
the Liberty Of {6 many Gentlemen that were detained Prifoners, 
and cruelly.ufed contrary to the Laws of Nations. : Sa 
— From all which it neceffarily refalts, that it’s incumbent upon 
the Parliament of Scotlaxd to enter a Proteft again{t this continued 
Violation of their Laws and Authority, and to enquire who they 
are that gave His Majefty fuch Council that they may be punifhed 
according to Demerit. re ON | | 
We comenexttoconfider his Majefty’s Anfwer to the Contents 

of the Addrefs broughe up by my Lord Bail Hamilton, viz. “ That 
* he was refoived in the Terms of the Treaty, to demand that 
“ Capt. Pincarted and thofe of hisCrew who are detainedPrifoners- 
é* ar Carthagena be releaféd and fet at liberty. That the Subjects 
** of Scotland {hall be allowed the fame liberty of Trade thar 
‘¢ others enjoy with the Englifh Plantations; thac ic was his Refo- 
‘¢ Jution to Promote and Advance the Trade of the Kingdom : 
** Andthe three Frigats they demand, having been given by Par- 
*¢ liament for Guarding the Trade of the Coafts, he was not re- 
i folved to difpofe of them till he had the Advife of his Parlia- 
¢ ment. 

_ By this His Majefty owns that Capt. Pizcartot and his Crew were 
detained Prifoners by the Spaniards contrary to the Treaty. Then 
what can his Counfellors in Scors Affairs fay for rheir not having 
Advifed His Majefty to demand him {ooner, efpecially fince he was 
obliged to it by te AG Eftablifhing our Company 5 had the Zeal 
of thofe Cornfellors who pretend to be concerned for the Well- 
fare and Honour of our Nation, been equalco the malice of thof¢ 
that Advifed His Majefty ro iffue Proclamations againft our Colony 
in the Wef? Indies, beforehe knew whether we had done any thing 
in contraventionto his Treaties with Spain or noty they would cer- 
tainly have put him upon demanding Satisfa@ion fooner for a mant- 
feft breach of thofe Treaties. This we conceive deferves allothe — 
- Confideration of our Parliament. Pah Tek es an 

Imthe riext place, by His Majefty‘s Promife thar we fhould have 

the fame Liberty of Tradethat others enjoy with the Englifh Plan, 
tutions. Icis owned by the Advifers of ic, that it was In His 
Majeftys Power fo to-do, and’ chat he might lawfully do fo, 
— which ts a plain Confeffion that we had aed nothing: vonrrane Ae. 

me) his 
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his Treaties with Spais, nor to the detriment of his Englifh Plan- 
tations, and that the’ former. Prohibition was the A@ and Deed of | 

thofe Pernicicus Counfellors; for had it been contrary co the Laws 
of England, or Treaties betwixe the Crown of Great Britait and 
Spain, that our Colonies fhould be fupplied with Provifions, ¢c. 
from the Englifh Plantations, it had not been in His Majelty’s 
Power to difpence with ic now. The matter then being fo, it con- 
cerns the Parliament of Scotland to enquire who they were, and 
upon what motives they Advifed His Majefty to emit thofe Pro- 
clamations againft fupplying our Colony with Provifions, Co 
Since ic was fettled in the precife Terms of the A& of his Scors 
Parliament, and his own Letters Patent; and thac our Colony 
had done ‘nothing contrary to his Treaties with Spain, or co the 
fnitereft of his Englifh Plantations: At the fame time it may be 
proper for them to enquire why Capt. Pincarton and his Company, 
2s alfo the Ship and Goods, are not reftored all this while? And 
whether the promife of demanding them from Spain hath notbeen 
as ill performed as was that of recalling the Memorialat Hemburgh. 

As to His Majefty’s Promife of our having the fame Liberty of 
Trade to the Englifh Plantations as others have, itis worth the 
while to obferve the management of the Pernicious Countellors in 
this poinr. It would'feem they were fenfible that His Majefty’s 
Promife, if performed, might be of advantage to our Colony, 
and would make fhew to the World, that he really Countenanced 
ourUndertaking,and by confequence oblige thofe thar oppofe us to 
greater Precautions; and therefore though this Promife was m-de 
us to calm the Spirics of our People, whom they knew ro be in 
a general Ferment, they were refolved it fhould never be per-— 
formed ; but howto bring His Majefty handfomly off, was their 
next Enquiry. This they found a method to do, by endeavour- 
ing to have the Parliament of Exglatid approve what his Majefty 
had done againft our Company and Colony, and they thoughtna 
doubt, that His Majefty would be fufficiencly abfolved, and, the 
mouths of our Nation for ever ftopped. as having neither Cou- 
fage nor Power to call che Kingdom of England to an Account. 

This was in vain atrempred upon the Houfe of Commons, bug 
carried ar laft in the Houfe of Lords, viis cm mods, yet noc with: 
out'a Proreftacion againft it, and feve-al fharp Specches inveighing 
again(t the Ccurciers who had promijed that very thing co the 
Scors, againft which they were then (cliciting the Houte to-Addrefs 
His Majefty. | | | 
\ The Addre(s it felf-we fkall view anon, a‘ter fome further Con- 
fiderations on His Majefty’s Promile co our Company, as ro the chree 
Frigats they demanded, which, he fays, Becaufe they were given 
By che Parliament for Guarding the Trade of the Coafts, he 
is refolved pot ro difpofe:of sill he have the Advice of our Par:ide 
Rai ONY Rep oe ae pelteg at 5 
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ment. cis certainly aneffencial part of our Conffitution, for a 
King of Scots‘to Advife with his Parliament ; Why. then was not 
tite Parhament f{ummoned to meet f{peedily at the Companies de- 
fire, fince the Honour and Intereft of our Kingdom required ir? 
And we would willingly know of thofe thar Advife His Majefty in 
Scots Affairs, whether they think the Parlrament meant thofe 
Ships, when the Peace hadrendred the Guarding ‘ur /Coafts unne- 
ceflary, fhould have been denied for Guarding the Trade of the 
i Nation, and che Coafts of our new'Sertlement at Caledonia. And 
fe inthe next place we would willingly know’ of them why the Gran- 
ie ting of this neceffary. demand fhould be deferred till che Parlia- 
q ' ment can be Advifed with concerning it, fince the Granting of ir 
“a in all common Interpretation, muft be fuppofed to be actording 
eo | to their A&t, and why their Advice was not alfo ftaid for ordefited , 
: i before the emitting the Proclamations againft our Colony in the. 
a Wej? Indies 2 . This is certainly worth our Parliamerits enquiring in- 
to.* For ’cis norro be fuppofed that they entruft our Kings to do 
whatever Pernicious Councils Advife them to, againft che Intereft of 
the Nacion,and only to delay doibg what is vifibly for itsAdvantage, 
cil they have the confent of Parliament: Upon the whole ic. 1s 
demonftrable beyond contradiGion, chat they who have His Ma- 
jefty‘s Ear as to Scots Affairs, and by whofe Advice hé has Gover 
hed himfelf as to our Kingdom, defigned no ‘good to our Com- 
pany, ‘Colony, or Country, otherwife fuch reafonable Requefts 
_asthey have from time to time defired of ‘His Majelty, could noe 
liave been refufed as they have conftanely been, in manifeft violas 
tion of our Laws, and cothe irreparable Difgrace of our Nation. » 
This will appear convincingly co rhofe that confider. the Procla- 
marion ifued in Scotland by His Majefty‘s Order, againit carrying 
éf a Na‘jonal Pericion for a Parliament in order wo redrefs our: 
Grievances as to Darien,&c. The frivolous precexc of the Pernicious 
Countellors, chat the fame was promoted by Perfons “who had gi- 
venno proofs of their Affedtions co che Government; and thac 
chey endeavoured to charge the mifcatriage of the Datien Colony, 
npon Proclamations publifhed againft their having any Supplys 
from the Englith We? Indies;, whereas ic was chargeubdle upoa other 
Cautess this frivolous ‘pretexr we fay is fo very thin, that ic may 
ealily ce feen through, and was.contrived on-purpoie to draw a- 
Vailover the maniteft Injuftice of this Proclamation, fo diame tris 
cally oppofice to che Claim of Righs, on which His Majeity. eccep- 
ted the rown, wherein itis exprefly declared, Phat i¢ is the Right 
of the Subjectto Petition the King, and toatl all Proficutions aad Im: 
prifonments for fucb Petitioning,are and were contrary to,.Law. »-Here 
isno exception meade: of SubjeGis chat have noe given proofs” of 
dheic Affection to cie Government. “Ir is fuficienc if they be Subs 
J.dts, for Sereainly Petitioning inic felf infers an ownlng'of the Go-. 
i yy 
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gernment ; but admic ic were fo that the faid Petition was pro- 
moted by fuch, miuft the whole Nation when injured in irs Honour. 
and Intereft, be dénied the liberty of Petitioning for a Redrelfs of 
their Grievances, becaufe Perfons thac are not well Affe&ed to the - 


Government, when they fuffer in the common lofs ot their Coun- 


. 


try, and likewife in their own perfonal Property are willing to 
concur with them, and to promote fuch a Petition ? This is Doc- 
trine fit for Darky, or for France; and indeed not digeftable there, 


~ much lefs robe obtruded upon us. ‘But the Truth of the matter is 


\ 


“this, the mifcheivous Counfellors were noe willing the Nation 


fhould be acquainted with the Treatment they had met with by their 
means, and therefore did not care to hear of a National Applicae 
tion for a Redrefs, Fe et | 
But did thofe Gentlemen think we would take their word for it, 
that the mifcarriage of our Colony was not chargeable upon their 
Wet-India Proclamaticns, fince they know they never yet fuffered 
his Majefty to keep his word to us, as is but too too evident from 
the Hamburgh Memorial, the faid Proclamations, and other fieps 
of oppofition made to our Company contrary to exprefs Law? Was 
ic not but reafonable then, that we fhould defire a Parliament to 
“enquire into the Matter, and examine whether the Company's 
Charge be crue or falfe 2 Or when the PraGifes of pernicious Coun- 
fellors gives the Country juft caufe to complain of Grievances, muft 
they not petition for a Redrefs, becaufe fome ill men may perhaps - 
improve ic againft the Government? We hope our Pariiament will 


think ft worth their whileto enquire, whether they that gave the — 


occafion for {uch a Petition, er thofe thar make fuch a Petition 
.be'moft culpable. > . | 3 ea! heey 
Ay, butfays the Faétion, fuch petitioning isan invafon of his 
Majefties Prerogacive, it being he only who is to call a Parliament. 
To which we anfwer, that ‘the Cla'm_ of Right fers bounds to his 
Prerogative beyond which he is not to £0, fince upon thofe Terms 
he accepted our Crown; and tliat Claim having referv’d to the Sub- 
jet the Right of petitioning, the denial of it is an Invafion of their 
Property... Ard befides, tho his Majefty only is to calla Parlia- 
ment, it’s not left abfolurely or {olely at his Difpofal when. | By the 
Claim of Right he is obliged for the redrefs of Grievances to cali 


them frequently, and to allow them co fit. So that the denying of 
the Parliaments meecing, and adjourning them from time to time, 
as in the prefenc Cafe, when-the whole Nation complains of their 


Grievances in'rclation to cheir Colony, js another manifett. infradti- 


on upon-the Claim of Righr, which our Parliament is concern’d to , 


_ enquire into the'Authors of, that they may be punifh’d; otherwile 
our Claim of Right will by degrees come tO be of no’ more ule to 
us than an Almanack ous of date, Aa wae Re 3 
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We come now to the Add rets of the Houfe of Lords in England, 
concerning our Colony at Dariesx, which we think convenient to im. 
fert here at large. | r 


London, February 13h. 


Yefterday His Mayfty received the following Addrefs from the 
jo tai Neca ec poule of Lordsa. 0) ah Sens aaee 
1 AJ the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
Affembled, being according to our duty folicitous for the 
prefervation and Encreafe of the Trade of this Kingdom, on 
which the Support of your Majefties Greatnefs and Honour fo 
much depends, as well as the Security and Defence of your Peo- 
ple, have been very apprehenfive, that the fteps lately made 
towards a Settlement of your Subjeéts of the Kingdom of Scot- 
land at Darien, say tend to the great preiudice ‘of this 
Nation, and poffibly to ihe difturbance of that Peace and good 
Correfpondence with the Crown of Spain, which we conceive ¥s 
very advantagicus tous all: VVehave therefore taken the famie 
into cur fericus confideration, as a matter of the preateft Im- 
portance, and proper to be laid before your Mayefty, as the Com- 
mon Father of both Countries. And as we are truly fenfible o 
great’ Loffes cur Neighbour Kingdom hath fuftained, both by 
Men and Treafure, in their Expeditions to that place, which 
we very heartily lament, [o we floould not endeavour by any Ine 
rerpofition of Ours, to defeat the Hopes they may ftill entertain 
‘of recovering thofe Loffes by their further engaging in that de~ 
Sign, but that we judge fuch a Prefecution on their parts muft 
end not only in far greater Difapointments to themfelves, but 
at the fame ii:ne preve very inconvenient to the Trade, and quiet 
of this Kingdom. | peer ey! 
On this cccafion we hwably prefume to put your Mafefiy in 
mind of the Ad.tre[s of both Houfes of Parliament, prefented 
to Your Majefly on the imth of December 1695. Inthe clofe 
of which Addrefs Your Mapefty will fee the unanimous Senfe of 
ghas Kinggom in relarien to’ any Settlement the SCOTS 
might make inthe Welt-Indies, by virtue of an AE of Par 
liament' paft about that time inthe Kingdem of Scotland, which 
was the occafion of the faid Addrefs. Sain 
And we huinbly yeprefent to Yiur Majefty, that having re- 
ceived Information of Jome Orders Your Majefty had fent to 
kag Governours of the Plantations on thu Subjcé&, the Hote . 
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did; on the .x8th of January /y?, come to this Refolution, 
That Tour Majefty’s Pleafure fignified to the Governours of the 
Plantations,in Relation to the Scorch Settlement at DARIEN, 
was agreeable to the Addrefs of both Houfes of Parliament, 
prefented to Your Majefty on the 17th ef December 1695. | 
And on the 8th of this Inftant February, this Hezfe came 
to this further Refolution, that the Settlement of the Scots Co- 
lony at DARIEN is inconfiftent with the Good of the 
Plantation Trade of this Kingdom. PRONE VS FEIN Be Ms 
All which we humbly hope Tour Majefty will take into your 
Royal Confideration, and we are confident that Tour Mayefiy can- 
not be thought roo partial to the Addre/s of this Houfe, if Your 
Majefty fall in the firft place confider the Advantage and 
Good of this Trade of this Kingdom, by the Pecfervation and 
Improvement of which, both thefe Kingdoms, and all your other 
Dominions, mujft on all occafions prencipally be defended, 


If this Addrefs be not a manifeft Invafion of our Sovereignty and. 
Independency never any thing was; and cherefore “cis to be hop’d 
* our Parliament, againft.whofe Aa they have fo exprefly declared 
themfelyes, will proteft againft this Addrefs, and declare it to be 
an invafion of our Freedom, and fach an interpofition in our Af- 
fairs as is inconfiftent with the. Sovereignty and Independency of 
Scotland. We have already taken rotice chat this Addrefs was the 
procurement of the Courr, which fhews how fraudulently the per- 
nicious Counfellors have all along acted with us, and what our Na- 
tion is to expect fo Jongas we are governed by {uch Advice: But 
to come to the Addreis it felf. | a 

-Icis evident that the natural Tendency of ir isto render our King- 
‘dom fubjeG to that of England, anda plain Declaration againft our 
Settlement at Darien, or any place in the Weft-Ind es. 

_It is alfo plain from this Addrefs, chat they prefented ic on pur- 
pole ro defeat the hopes chat we might ftill entertain ot recovering 
our Lofles, by furcher engaging in that Defion; and that ihey hive 
taken upon themlelves the Lois of che Blood and Trealure which | 
we have fuftained in the We/t Indies, by declaring that his Majefties 
Pleafure, fignified to the Governours of the Plantations, in relation 
ro our Settlement at Darien, was agrecableco the Addre‘s of vorh 
Houfes of Parliament, of the rth of December, 1695. It’s obier- 
vable alfo, thac by this Addrefs the Lords take upon them co jay the 
Commons are of the fame mind with themfelyes; which: fince the 
Commons feem to-comply with by their filence, wants very litre 
ofa formal Declaration of both Houfes againft our trading either in 
the Baft or wefeIndies, 

. « Te 
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Tt is alfo evident from this Addrefs, that they demand his Majefty 
fhould prefer the Advantage of their Trade to ours; fromall which 
together its demonftrable, that they have no more to do but to al+ | 
ledge any branch of our Trade they pleafe ro be inconfiftent wich 
and difadvantagious co theirs, and fo may atlaft deprive us of our 
whole Trade: fincethofe who are his Majefties Counfellors in our. 
Affairs think ic fufficient it {eems to abfolve him from his Coronation 
Oath tous, or any other Obligation he is under to govern us accor- 
ding to our.own Laws, if what he does againft our Intereft and - 
Honour be bur agreeable to the mind of his Parliament of Exgland.. 
Thefe things make it evident beyond, ContradiGion, that except 
fome {peedy redrefs be had, “‘Notonly our Company bucall other = 
“© individual Merchants of this Kingdom, muift from henceforward 
** conclude that alltheir Rights and Freedom of Trade are and may, 
& be further violently wrefted out of our Hands by our Neighbours; 
As our Company well exprefs’d it in their Addrefs to his Majefty, 
| -Fune 28th. 1697. in mp May etna 9 
By thofe barefac’d and avow’d methods, the Conje@ure of our 
Company, in their Addrefs to the Council of Scotiand of December | 
22d 16 97, hath been alfo too much verified, viz. “ That if effec. 
* tual means were not taken for purting an early ftop to fuch an, 
<¢ open and violent Infringement of fo folemn a Conftitution, its hard 
* ro guefs how far it may in after-ages be made ufe of as a Prece- 
“¢ dent, for invading and overthrowing even the very fundamental 
Rights, natural Libercies, and indifputable Independency of this 
“ ‘Kingdom, which by che now openand frequent Pradifes of our , 
“¢ unkind Neighbours feem to be too fhrewdly pointed ar, and give 
“ caufe of Apprehenfions and Jealoufies, not only to our Company 
** m particular, but even to the whole Body of the Nation in gene. 
“© neral, tis no lefsevidenr, by thofe proceedings thar the Au- 
“© thority, and Credic of our Parliament is ftruck at through our 
“ Companies Sides: As the Company likewife truly expreis’d it, 
intheir Addrefsto the Parliament, Fuly 22d, 1698. 
And from this Addrefs chey may as well ‘forefee that they are to 
expe all the oppofition from the Fa@ion that can be, as they tor- 
-merly predi@ed, but too late intheir Addrefs to the Parliament —. 
“ Thit their Enemies would either dire@ly or indirectly purfue. 
“¢ their Defigns of ruining ali their.Mea‘ures, For we muy aflure 
cur felves that thof Perfons about his Majefty, who,were fo offici= 
ous to procure Proclamations againft our Colony (when there was, 
no fuch Addrefs to countenance their Proceedings), will noc ,be 
wanting co prefs his Majefty ro oppofe us to the ucmoft, fince chey 
have been at fo much pains to procure chis Addre(s, tho at the ex- 
pence of His Majefty s Repucation, who had promis’d us the con- 
trary: This is but cooevident from the Advices we hiave already. 
receiv’d, thac the Captain of the Sloope who brought 2 Eh 
Solon 
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Colény from Darien to Famaica, fince out repofleffing our felvés 
of it, was imprifon'd there, and his Veflel feiz'don that Account. 
_. We come next co the Caufes they affien for this Addrefs, we 
That our Settlement may occafion a breach of the Peace betwixe 
them and Spain, and be prejudicial to their Plantation-Trade. 

The firft they have no Caufe to fear, fince there is no offenfive 
and defenfive League ’cwixt us and England, thar we are a diftind 
and independent Nation, and that they have fuficiently declat’d 
their oppoficion to our Settlement, co the lofs of our Blood and Trea- 
fare; the fecond is frivolous and again{t the Law of Nations; fince 
every free and independent Kingdom hasa right to feek their own 
atlvantage without any regard cothe Intereft of another, as much 
astwo Breemen of the fame Employment have a right co fet upa 
Shop in rhe fame Street, or next Door to one another, if they find 
their account init. If ir were otherwife, the Englifh have as much 
right to oppofe the old French Sertlements in rhe #e/#-Indies, and, 
their new one at Mififfipi, as they have to oppofe ours, fo that. 
their proceedings againit us in chis macter is a piece of the blackeft 
Injuftice that one Nation can be guilty of towards another: And. 
we wonder very thuch at it, fince fome of ‘their Council of Trade, 
who are amongft the Chief of thofe that advile to this way of pro- 
ceeding again{t us, i@m co place all cheir hopes of Heaven upon 
Juftice *twixt Man and Man, and yet fcem to have no fenfe of Juftice 
berwixt Nation and Nation, 
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We come hext to confider His Majefties Anfwer. 


His Majefties moft Gracious Anfwer ro the Addrcfs, was to this: 
Effea, Viz. | 


H’ S Majefty having received 4 very dutiful Addreft from 
WD rhe Houfe of Peers, an relation to the Endeavours lately 
ufed by fome of his Majeftzes Subjeéts-of the Kingdom of Scot) 
land towards making a Settlement at DARIEN; 77 which 
they bimbly reprefent to him their Opinion, thar fuch a Settles 
prent is inconfiftent with the good of the Plantation-Trade of 
this Kingdom : Is pleafed to let the Houfe knows That he will 
always have avery great regard to their Opinion ; And to 
éffure them, that be will never be wanting by all proper means. 
to promote the Advantage and Good of the Trade of England. 
At the fame time His Majefty is pleafed. to Declare, that, be 
cannot but have a great Concern and Tendernefs for bis King- 
dom of Scotland, and a defire to advance their Well-fare and 


Profperity, and is very fenfibly touched with the dofs His Sub- 
| jesks 


Q 
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jects of that Kingdom have fuftained by their lare unhappy Ex 
peditions, inorder toa Settlement at DARIEN, His Ma- 
jefiy docs apprehend that difficulties may too often arife. with 
refpett to the different Intereft of Trade, between his two Kings 
doms, unlefs fome way be found out to unite them more nearly 
and compleatly: And therefore His Ma efty takes this opportu- 
nity of putting the Houfe of Peers in mind of what he recom-. 
mended to his Parliament, [oon after his Acceffionto the Throne, 
That they would confider of an Union between the two Kingdoms. 
His Mayefly is of opinion, That nothing would more contribute 
to the fecurity and happinefs of both Kingdoms 3 and ts. tnclix 
ned to hope, that after they have lived near 100 years under 
the fame Head, fome happy Expedient may be found for making’ 
them one People, incafe a Treaty were fet on Foot for that pure 
pole; And therefore he does very earneftly recommend this 
Matter to the C onfideration of the Houfe. 


This Anfwer is indeed fomething more like the Anfwer of a King — 


_ of Scots, than that tothe Addrefs of both Houfes, of the 19th of De. 


cember 1695. Yet the management of our Friends, his Majefties 


Countellors in Scots Affairs, is ftill obvious to our view, in this An- 
{wer 5 the tranfports of Joy they were filled with upon thereceipe 


of the Lords Addrefs, difcovers it felf by vifible Ebullicions in the | 
very firft Line. Ais Majefty having received aVERY DUTIFUL. 


ADDRESS, What pity twas that new Patents of Honour were not 
fent. to. every one of thofe Lords that were for this Dutiful Addrefs; 
But when it comes to be weighed in a-Scots Ballance it appears to 
beundutiful cothe higheft degree.’ 1. Becaufe they take upon them 
‘toadvile his Majefty to a& contrary to what he had promifed to the 
Scots. And, 2. Becaufe inftead of owning him as an indepehdent 
Sovercign of Scotland, they treat him like their VafliJ, as he is King 
of Scots, by pretending to dire& him in the Affairs of our Nation, 
where they have nothing to dos and that alfo in oppofition to the 
Sentiments of the Parliament of Scotland, who muft rationally be 
 fuppos’d to underftand the Intereft,of our Nation better, and ro 
‘conlule it more, than they either can or willdo. 
Certainly they muft have a very mean Opinion of the Wifdom of 
our Nation, if they think we can be gull'd with their , pretending 
to be forry for our great lofsof Men and Treafure;/ when ar the 


fame time, they charge themfelves with advifing to thofe meafures’. 


which occafioned the lofts of both, and indire@ly threaren ws (for 
Wwe cannot interpret it otherwife) WITH FAR GREATER 
DISAPPOINT MENTS IN THE PROSECUTION 
OF OUR DESIGN: for juftification of which they have 
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hy already 
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already form’d their Declaration, tz. That out Settlement at 
Darien is greatly prejudicial to their Nation, and difturbs their 
Peace with Sait; when all this while the Spaniards have never 
offered to make the leaft Reprizal upon them for it, whereas they 
have committed a@ual Hoflilities upon us. 


His Majefty’s declaring that he cannot but have a great Concern 
and Tendernefs for his Kingdom of Scotland, and a defire to ad- 


_ vance our Welfare and Profperity, difcovers a Paternal Affe@tion 


ro us ; bur confidering how he ts circumftantiate,is like to be of as 
little ufe to our Nation, asthe AffeGion of a Natural Father to his 
own Children, fonwhom he dares not do any good Office, becaufe 
of a curfed ill-natured Step-mother, that has him at command: 
Thus His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to grant us an A& for En- 
couraging and Promoting our Trade, but by the Malice of our 
Enemies, who have him in their Hands, was forced to Countera& 
it: Thus he has been pleafed again to promife our Colony the 
fame Liberty of Trade that others have to the Englifh Plantacions, 
but muft be forced’ to recal his Word, or at leaft to be worfe than 
-his Promife, becaufe he is told that the Senfe of both his Houfes of 
Parliament in England is againft ir. To thefe ftraights rhofe perni- 
cious Counfellors have reduced His Majefty 5 for though the 
Fadion will promife to fapport him in ating contrary to Law, and. 
his Coronation Oith, againft us 5 yet they willmot fuffer him to 
do any thing againft what they are pleafed co call the Intereft of 
England, but he is in danger of being Lop’d off or Abdicated. 
They will not allow usto complain of our Kings when mifled by 
Tl! Council, or to fay that by our Ancient Conftitution, they 
were accountable to their Parliaments for Male-adminiftration, but 
firait chey will burn our Books as Falfe, Scandalous, and Tray- 
terous ; yet they themfelves fly in the Face of their Prince every 
day, fuflerhis Adminiftracion to be tamely Libelled, and his Per- 
fon refle@ed on, in all their Pampblets againft a flanding Army 5 
they will teli him to his Face, that they who advifed him to the 
Irith Grants; had vor confulted his Honour——- —— - — . And 
that they who advifed him to tuch and fuch Anfwers, had done as 
much as inthem lay tocreate a mifunderftanding berwixt him and 
‘ his People. Tf we quote our Hifto-ians, or Laws, for aflerting that 
the Supreme Power of our Goversment rifided formerly in the 
Stare:, who could difpofe of rhe Lives and Forcunes of our Prin- 
ces,’ they ftrait condemn ic as Trayrerous; but at the fame time 
they quietly fuffeér Books to be publifhed, aflerting their own 
Power of doing fo by thcir Kings, and juitifie che curting cfi of 
King Charles the I. as Miltow’s Works, and others: If their own 
Kings difpence with their Laws, and Invade che Rights of their 
Church, they kick them from their Thrones, and then ‘tell the 
Weild they have Abdicated; yet at the fame time they fupport 
| a D 2 - them. 
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them in ating Arbitrarily, and contrary cto Law againit us; and 
tell them chat in fo doing, they a& according to the Senfe af both 
Houfes. If we complain of Injuries done us, and Affronts put 


upon us by a Fa@tion of theirs, in conjun@ion with fome ill Men _ 


of our own, ftraitway we are accufed of refle@ing upon the Ho- 
hour of both Nations. and endeavouring to ftir up War and Se- 
dition, and Proclamations are iflued, offering s00/ for difcovering 
the Authors of fuch Complaints ; yer acthe fame time they fuffer 
us to be Libelled, railed upon, vilified and belied, and God him- 
felf and the Holy Scriptures blafphemed, in Villanous Pamphlets, 
wichout taking the leaft notice of tr. Thus in a Scurrilous Pam- 
phlec called, A Hifiory of Darien, we are bantered and laughed 
at with Romantick and Foppifh Stories; in the Defence of the 
Scots, Abdicating Darien, the Honour of our Nation is outrag’d, 


our Company belied, and Religion blifphemed ; yet the Author. | 


Rewarded and Carefled by Mr. /-——2, now a Minifler of State, . 


but formerly a Licenfer of Books, for taking off the Pena] Laws, 
and overturning the Proteftant Religion. In a Villanous Lampoon 
called, Zhe Pedlay turn’d Merchant, we are expofed to publick Re- 
diculeandCaqntempt, without any Animadverfion upon Authors or 
Publifhers. Nor had any of our own Secretaries of Srate the Cou- 
tage ta take any Courfe with thofe Libellers, or to complain of 
them, though App ication was made to'them for that end. But 
if any thing be wrqught co vindicate our Nation from fuch foul 
Ca’umnies, a greater Reward is cffered for difcovering rhe Authors 
than was offered for apprehending fome of the Regicides: Pro- 
clamations are publifhed with more Zeal and Yirulency for,that 
énd, than againft Popifh Pricfts and Jefuirs, who by their Princi- 
plesand PraGifes deftroy Mens Souls and Bodies: What eagernefs. 
did our Enemies at Courcevidence, in profecuting Bookfeliers for 


the Enquiry into the Canfes of ovr Colonies Mifcarrying at Darien? — 


Whar pains and expence to find out the very Porters that Carried 
the Books about? VVhat illegal and barbarous Treatments and 


Threats did they make ufe of toa poor Fellow raken up on Sufpi- 


~ clon onthat account, keeping him Clofe Prifoner for a Week with- 


put any Oarh agamfthim, when his Wife lay-in in Child-bed; and 
and hisFamily at the fame time in a Starving Condition, having 
nothing elfe buc his Labour to depend on ?, With what fury and 
heat didthey Profecute fome People in I eland,for but readibg it in 
publick? And what pains ang expetice were they at to bring over 
aScors Bookfeller from thence to witne(s againft another Scots 
Bookfeller in Landon, that he had feat him a parcel of thofe Books? 
What care to have extravagant Bail from that London Bookteller 
and others? and what threats to’ruin yhat Du?!in Bookfeller, if he 
would notcontrary to Confcicnceand Knowlecre, {wear apainft the 
Scots Bookféller 1 Loxdon? and at the fame time did nor prof 
} Pa ee + RTS ah, nimble bipae eh Re Tg t= 
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cute Englifh Bookfellers that were taken up for aually felling the 
Books. And what pains and expence were they ar to difcover the 
- Author, though chey had allthe Reaion inthe World to think thac 
he was not within the Jurifdition of England? and yer atthe fame 
time chey {uffer our Nation to be daily ‘abufed and ridiculed im- 
pane. Thefe things are fo plain and notorious, that the Faction 
cannot but think che. World cakes notice of them, and curfes their 
Scandalous Partiality from their very Souls. That pernicious 
FaGion (for {till we would be underftpod to be far from charging 
any thing here faid, upon the whole Englifh Nation) may very 
well remember, that they looked Upon it to be a good Juftifcation 
of their War againft Holland, bécaufe the Dutch teflected upon the 
Honour of the Englifh Nation with their their Pens and Pencils, 
drew their King with his Pocket turned infide out, and ls hands 
in his Breeches running after his Whores; ‘and reprefented the 
Englith Nation by their three Lions with their Tails cut ; and fome 
fach Device as this (if we remember it right) Angli Caftigati la- 
trant non mordent. Is it not {trange then, that a Nation fo} jealous of 
their own Honour, fhould fuffer their Neighbours to be fo {can- 
daloufly revil'd in theirs 5 but fuch is the Temper of the high Tory 
Faction,and fome {neaking Court- Wigs chat are fallen in with them , 
in oppofition ro us, that it feems they would have the Power of 
calling Kings yo an account, or curting them off, appropriated to 
England alone; the latter we believe our Country will fcarcely 


erudge them, fince they have been in the fole pofleffion of it this 
Too years, and therefore haye a Right to it by Prefcriprion 5 bur 
asto the former we muft beg their Pardon, By our Claim of Righe 


ra < ; 


jc ig poflib e ftill for our Kings to forfeit their Crowns by Malead- 


miniftration, whether they Abdicate or nor. We were under no 
obligation to mince the marrer, nor to manage the Credit of Paf- 
five Obedience, and fave our own Reputation tor aGing contrary to 
that pretended Principle, by impofing a felfhood upon the World. 
We had no need to fay thatthat Prince had vowuncar ily refign’d his 
Crown, when Ke was obliged to quit it by an Armed Force; 
therefore we acted fairly above-board, sccord’ng to the Genius of 
our Nation, and declared he had torfeired his Right, by acting fo 
and. fo, which being according to former Prefidents, may, prove 
the way forsothers to come:Whereas there's no greut likelihood of 
our Neighbours being fo happy, as to have all their fucure Tyrants 
run away, and perhaps it’s ron that _reafon chicy are fo Ambitious 
to ingrofsthe Right of Lopping off Kings ro themfelves 5 this we 
have the mere reafon to fay, fince they were fo mild in their Cen- 
fure tq Mr. Stevens, who on the 30th of Fanuzary defended thac 
Practife befcre chem, and yet were fo fevere upon the Author of 
the Scots Enquiry, for a meer Hiftorical Relation of what Power 
our Auc¢fiors, claimed over their Kings, . aint a 
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The next thing we are to confider, is the Proje& of an Union 
ewixt the Englifhand us. “We fhall nor offer to call in queftion 
His Majefly’s Sincerity in the Propofal, becanfe he made it former. 
ly, when there were none of thofe Comtroverfies on foot betwixt 
us; but we have all imaginable reafon to queftion the Sincerity of 
thofe from whon tt came'now, and to look upon that, and his Mae 
jefty’s Promife of holding our Parliament in Perfon, to have been 
both of chem contrived co gull and amufe us : The very ‘making of 
fuch a Propofal, and the forwarding it, by cthofe Lords thac had ale 
moftin the fame breath charged themiélves with the lo& of one 
Blood and Treafure at Darien, and all the difappoincments that our 
Company had met with, was enough to make us fufpe@ that no 
_ good to us was intended by is. They thar had juft declared our. 
| Trading to the Eat and” wef? Indies to be inconfiftene with the 
Trade of Englaid, were not like to come to any Union, chat would 
allow us a fhare in their Trade, when they will grant us none of 
our own; yet ic muit be confefs’d, thac we can never mention 
with Honour enough, thofe Noble Lords who witha Generous and 
Impartial Juftice procefted againft chat unaccountable Addrefs, a- 
bout our American Settlement: Buc to return to the Union, the un- 
manly and fcurrilous RefleAions thrownupon us in the Honfe of 


Commons by tome noted Torys cn that occafion, are Indications - 


fufficient, that fuch an Union as they defign, “would only compleat 
our Ruta: Bucar the {ame time we muft own that our Nation js 
eternally obliged to thofe Worchy Members of the lower Houfe, 
who declared they rejected che Bill, becaufe they would nor con- 
curin pucting a Sham upon their Neighbouring Nation, that had 
been fo much iojared, and fo barbaroufly treated by the We? 
India Proclamations, ec, : | mel 

It were eaty ro thew thar an Union upon good and honourable 
Terms would be the gréateft HappinefS this Ifland could enjoy, that 
it would certainly enrich and fttengchen ir, and fecure our Religion 
and Liberties againft all Attempts from abroad and at home; that 
ir would blefs bo:h Nartons, with an opportunity to rectify what 
is amifs in their re{pe@ive Confticutions, and make us the impreg- 
nable baiwark of true Chriftianicy, and human Liberty; burfome 
thofe about iis Majefly difcover fufficiently by their ConduG,’that 
thofe are the things in the World they are moft a‘taid of 3 and there- 
fore think ic their Inrereft,inftead cf uniting,todivide us,and inftead 
of reforming to debauch us » Whac elle is che meaning of the prodi- 
gious increafe of Popery and Profanenefs, and the perpretation-of 
fo much unnatural, and formerly unheard of Villany in the Nations? 
Whatelle is che meaning of ir, thac foreign Proteftants were fo 
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litle care taken of acthe Réefwich Treatysthac fince the Conclufion 


of the Peace, they have loft more thao they did during the whole 
War, and are every where expos’d co be devour’d by the Papifts 
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in France, Germany, Hungary, crc. without any interpoficion in the 
Name of Great Britaiz.. Whencecomes it ro pals elfe, that now, 


when the power of thefe three Nations and Aolland are in the, 


Hands of one Prince, the Hero of hts Age, and che Reprefentative 


of a Family, thac for roo, Years paft hath been the fcourge of | 


Popery and Tyranny 3 thatthe Churchof Rove fhould {port her felf 
with the Blood and Mifery of the Proveftants every day, and kindle 
a War amongft the Proreftant powers of the North. when it were 
eafy for us, humanly fpeaking, wich the united Naval Force only of 
Proteftane Princes and Staces to oblige all che vopilh Princes in Ege 
ropeto come toa better Temper, in relation co. cheir Proteftant 
Subjects, or to fack Rome the Seat of the Antichriftian Empire, 
make the Whore defolate, and bura her Fis(h with Fire. But inftead of 
fuch great and generous deiigns, wearerendred uncapatle of pro= 
teGting our felves; thac Popith Incereft grows wichia our own Bow- 


els: Proclamations againft Priefts are not obtain’d without Sollicitas 
tion 3 new Lawsagainft them are but faintly carried on, the three 


Nations are dafh’d one againft another; each of chem tubdivided 
inco FaGtions within themfelves ; and the endeavours +f che Protef- 
tant Kingdom of Scotland to feule a Trade, whichhath a promifing 
AfpeG tor the Proteftanc Incereft, oppofed with more ¥gour, Indu- 


ftry, and Cunning, by fome about Court, than ever they oppos’d any - 


thing elfe; whether itbethe influence of fome Spanifhand French 
Gold, or, the effe@s of fome fecret and unknown Bargains, God 
knows: but wethink our Nation has very great reafon to enquire ine 
tothe Caufe of ir, and together with cheir Trade, to cake more than 
ordinary care of the Proteftant Intereft among{t our iclves, and 
noc to fuffer this Kingdom to be a receptacle toany of the Pricils ba- 
nifhed from England. This we humbly conceive we are the wore 
oblig’d to look after, fince that part of thé Ad miniftrat’on is wholly 
devolv’d upon our felves, becaufé His Mijefly,who is of a Larzer Soul 
than to doany thing that looks like perfecuting people upon the acs 
count of Principles, declin’d being any ways obliged to ule torce in 
matters of Religion, by taking chat Article of our Coronation Oath 
which obliges him toroot out Herefy,with an explination; and therefore 
ic is the more incumbent upon us to fee the Laws aguin{t. opery pur 
in.execution onr {elves, left our Lenicy co thear prove a Cruelcy to our 
Country ; it being very well known that theirPrincip'es and P-aaifes 


have a natural Tendency to tupverc all Civil Societies, wiitcli makes » 


the execution of Laws again{t chem a Profecuticn as neceflury as 
thac of other Criminals; and fo-much che more neceff ry amongft 


. us, that it is by cheincereft of thole of that Opinion, and of them 
that are addiGed to their Superfticion, thac the advancement of our - 


Trade is {0 keenly and malicioufly oppos’d. | 
-Whilft publick Affairsare under che Influence of {uch Men as have 
reftified fo much Rancour againft our Country, choie Gentlemen 
pert on who 
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who (poke of an Union with us infuch unbecoming Terms, as one 
Civiliz’d Nation ought not to allow towards another, need not. 
trouble themfelves with the Fears of our prefling it: Te’s better to 
bealone, than with illCompany. How defirous foever we may feem 
t0 have been of a Union, our Neighbours may afluré themfelves that 
our Nation never defign’d to purchafe ic at the experice of their 
Sovereignty and Honour. Weare under no Obligations yer to 
treac upon fuchdifadvancagious Terms 5 what we may be reduc’d 
to, when the FaGion begin that War which Capt. Baker the King of 
England’s Sollicitor threatens us with, we cannor tell. We doubt 
not he fpeaks the Sentiments of the Courtiers that are fo much 
Imbittered againftus; but we defpile it as a bratum fulmen. This 
they may be tatisfied of, that by propofing an Union we never de- 
fign’d ro become a Province to them, and to refignour Parliament, 
without a proportionable fhare of the Legiflative and Executive 
Power, and of the Prefence of the Government and all its Influences $ 
without which the Union wouid make us worfe inftead of making 
us better. Nor muft they think that we defign to give up out 
Con{ciences to be new molded, according to the pattern of Da- 
mafcus, Or theit Pleafure. There’s no queftion to be mhadebut an 
Union wirhoatt any of thofe Inconveniences might be effected to 
the Honour and Advantage of both Nations, were things in a pro- 
per difpofition for it; but if our Neighbours grafp at a larger Go- 
verrnment than what they are already poffeffed of, ‘tts not our In- 
tereft co become the Subjects ofit: Great Governments like other 
Greac Bodies become unweildy, and where one Mernber has tad 
much and another too lictle,the Frame will quickly come to decay, 
Mutual AffeGtion and an unequal diftribution of Advantages are the 
beft Cement of Civil Sociery ; but where fome engrofs too much, 
and allow others roo little, Friendfhip can never be firm nor du- 
rable. If they defignto be our Mafters, afd not our Neighbours, 
they may aflure themfelves that our defign and theirs 1s nor the 
fame, and that we fhall never unite with them upon thote Terms. 

Thus we have taken a brief view of fome of the principal Gries 
vances we labour under, asto our American Settlement ; to which 
we may add the difcourting of thofe who have fhew’d themfelves. 
zealous for advancing our Trade, and the advancement and Contis 
nuing of fuch in great Vofts as inglorioufly concur with thofe mea- 
fures, that are taken to ruine their Country. . 

The great Difficulty lies in getting thofe Grievances redrefs’d 
and in falling upon Methods to have the like prevented 1n time to 
come; neither of. thefe are to be done without our, Parliaments 
afluming to themfelves the Ancient Spirit and Courage of the Na- 
tion: if we camely digeft chofe Invafions upon out Soveraigney 
our Enemies will be encouraged to go on, and if we don’t take 
effeGual meafures to reftrain all ftretches of Prerogative, we fhall 

unas 
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unavoidably fall into the Tyranny of the late Reigns. The Invafie 
ons made upon our Soveraignty and Freedom made by the Eng- 
lifh Court, are fuch as we cannotence dowbe thar our Parliament 
will take care co affert the Honour of the Nation againft them; 
but perhaps there may be fome difficulry in getting proper Refolves 
taken againft the late meafures of fome Courtiers, in oppofition to 
the inrereft of thé. Country, fuch are the trift'ng and fraudulene 
dealing with us 4$ tothe Aamburgh Memoria', cle like as to the 
Weft India Proclamations, che denying of the Companys, reifona- 
ble Petitions,. the Proc'amation againft the N .ctonal Petition, ce, 
the unreafonable del ying df the'meetivg of the Parlizment, when 
the Honour and Incereft of che Nation did fo londly ca! fdr tr,.e>¢, 
Ie is notto be fuppos’d chara Parliament who have rctriev’d fo 
much of ous Ancient Conftitucion (that was Ufurp’d upon, or giv’n 
away by pad Porliamencs, during the francick tranfports and. pre- 
valency of the Cavalier Fain in Charles 1.cime } will be huff-d or 
frighcen’d our of their Rihics oy the bugbear words of Treafou and 
Sedicion; thofe are Crimes with which Parliaments lawfully calPd, 
and a@ing with the Con‘ent of the Peop'e, ci never juftly be 
Gharg’d. Freedom of Speech and Debate in Pa:liament being recriv’d 
by the Claim of Right, Members who {peak freely tor the Honour 
and Intereft of their Country are hoc now to be frighten’d by Red 
Coats,and other Court Penfioners with the C2/fle, the Ca/fle,as in the 
Jate Reigns. If any fuch thing fhould now be offered, the faid 
Claim will juftify fending the Propofers of ic ‘o the fame Cuartets, 
By tlie fame Inftrument of Government or Claim of Right, we 
, are alfo deliver'd from that overgrown Prerogative or Excrefcence 
of Tyranny, that made ic Treafon to fay the King is accountable co 
his Parliament, fince a freedom from thofe incroachments upon 
the Liberties of the Subject that the late Reigns were guilty of, 
are made the foundation of this prefent Government, and thac 
His Majefty accepred our Crown upon thole cerms in the Claim 
of right, promifing to prote& us from the violation of thofe Rights 
we therein afferted, and from ALL OTHER ATTEMPT Sup- 
on our Religion Laws and Liberties all which were to no purpofe - 
and a meer empty piece of formality oa both Tides, if our Repre- 
fentatives in Parliament might not freely remonftrate againft the 
breach of one or all of them,and ifupon obftinate refufal of redrefs 
when fuch of them are violated, as rend to the Overthrow of our’ 
Conftitution, they. have not a right to betake thernfelves to the lait 
Remedy, trom all which it follows as a natural Conelufion, thar all 
chofe tyrannical Ufurpations upon the people,and ftrerches of Pre- 
rogative, fince.King Charles the Il’s Reftoration, contrary to che 
jaid Claim of Right, are as fully abrogated as if chere were an EX: 
prefs A& of Parliament annulling every one of them; and His 
Majefty’s agreeing to that other Claufe to protect us FROM 420 
OTHER ATTEMPTS upon our Religion, Laws and Liber- 
Be E cies 
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ties, extends to the things now. under Confideration; but mofe 
efpecially to thofe thar have been made upon our Soveteighty, In- 
dependency and: Trade. igh a . A aegiee 

His Majefty has no reafon to think this a Hardfhip or Innovation 
wpon him, fince it’s evident {rom our Hiftories and A&s of Parlia- 
ment, that our Anceftors did many times claim a much greater free- 
dom in relation to their Princes, than dny thing here demanded. 
We know there were a Sett of Judges and Clergymien in the late . 
Reigns, thac condemn’d this.as Treafsn and Sedition{rom the Ben- 
ches and Puipits, buc withouc a grain of Truth on their fide, as 
hath been fufficiently evidenc’d, fince others had liberty to write 
and (peak as well as they. Sir George Mackenzy was one of the 
ableft Penmen on their part, bur his Character anc Inrereftaretoo 
weil known in Scotland to fuffer avy man to lay much ftiefs upon 
whathe wro eon chat head in his Fus Rezivm, or Ses Bee 
His ¢:/¢ dixit muft not outweigh the Credic of all our Hiftorians 
and old AGs cf Parliament in this: Mater, and fo much the lefs 
fince his wild Cogceptions aoour the form of our Original Govern- 
ment, as being an abloluce Monarchy, are fufficiently con:radi@ed 
by Cefar Tacitus. and other contemporary Hiftorians, They do 
all of ’em exprefly fay, that che Spaniards, Gauls, Irifh and Bri- 
tains, had each of them many Kings, and in Britain particularly 5 
that Kent a’one had 4 Kings, and that almoft every City had ics 
own King. Hedefcribes Ca/fibelan’s Boundaries, and gives an ac- 
count of his making War with other Ciries: The Sidures and Bigaz- 
tes had each their own Kings; and queftion is made of Gethus, a 
~ King of Orkney; all which proves the truth of what Buchanan aflerts 
of our Anceftors, who firft inhabited this Hland, that they livd’ fie « 
Rege ac certo Imperio per Cognationes tributim {parfi , which fully over- 
throws what Sir George Mackenzy hath aflerted as to our Governs 
menr, being originally an abfolure Monarchy, and overturns allthe 
train of Conlequences he would deduce from thence, This was fo 
much the more inexcufable in Sir George 5 that being a Highlander, 
he could nocbucknow that that manner of Government by Clans 
or Kiadreds continwes ftiil in the Highlands 5 and that the experi- — 
ence of allAges hath made it apparent, that (genérally fpeaking) 
they paid a greater defference to the refpective heads of their 
Claas, than to the Kings themfelves, and feldom fail’d e{poufing 
their Quarrels againft their Princes; foliccledid a>folute Monarchy 
ever obtain in Scotland. This isfo much the moré remarkable in 
cur. Nacion, becau’e the Heads of thofe Clars, Tribes, or Fami- 
lies, had nottheir Original or Eftetes from the Gifts or Parents of 
their Princes, on condition of Military Service, ac. as happend 
m thofe Countries where the Feudal Law took place, and where 
Corquerours, fuch as Charlemagne, divided theic Conquefts a- 
mongil their Captains, on condition of ferving chem in their Wars, 
or ocher cccafions ; and they again fubdivided tieir Lands einer 
heir 
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their Vaffals, on condition of the like Services; but on the contrary; 
our Kings receiv’d their Power originally from thofe Heads of Fa- 
milies or Clans, who were in being long before the Feudal Law was 
heard of, which is generally agreed to have had its ‘Rife in Lom- 
bardy, came from thence into France, was firft pra&tis‘d there by 
Charlemagne, and brought into Britain by William the,Corgueronr. 
We don’t deny however, that our People might afterwards incorpo- 
rate fome things from the Feudal Law into their own Cuftoms 3 bur 
this ts plain, if our Hiftories may be credited that our ancient great 
Families don’t owe their Original ro our. Kings, and thatfrom time 
to time, tho fe Heads of Families, who were our real Nobility 
(when the pompous Titles of Duke, Marquis, Earl and Lord, were 
all cogether unknown) chofe and gave Laws to our Kings, who 
without them could do nothing 5 and whenthey aGed contrary ro 
their Advice, and che Conftirutions of the Country they were b¥ 
them call’d to anaccounr, and dethron’d or continued in. the Go- 
vernment,as they {aw caule. This is fo plain from our Hiftories, char 
they muft have a very large ftock of Confidence, or a great fhare of 
Ignorance thac will deny ir. Nay, tho. we have the longeft, and 
moft uninterrupted Line of Succeffion, that any Nation in Europe 
can boaft of 5 yec we were fo far from owning an Hereditary Lineal 
Succeffion, that we regulated thar Matter from time to time as we 
thought fir, and never allow’d our Princes to claim our Sovereigns 
ty a8 their paternal Inhericance,bur as depending upon our choice 5 
and therefore fometimes eleGted them atreth, and at other times con- 
fined their Succeffion,to make them fenfible thac they deriv’d their 
Power from the People, which the prefent Parliament, when a 
Convention, have fo far gallantly retriev’d, as to make our-fucceed- 
ing Princes uncapable of rhe Governmenc, until they take the Co- 
ronation Oatb, whichis a formal ftipulation with their People ; 
and that alone that confirms them in the Throne. Fromall! which 
ic follows as a neceflary Confequence, that if our Kiags violate their 
part or the Stipulacion, our Parliaments havea Righc co puc them 
inmind ot it, and to demand a Redrefs and Securicy avainft fuch 
PraGtifes in time tocome, which is all chat our Nation requires in 
the prefenr Cafe. So much was thought neceflary to be faid for 
Info: mation of thofe that may perhaps be witheld from doing what 
they owe to their Country, in its prefent Circumftances, by a Cla- 
meur of Sedition, Treafon, and DifaffeGion, rais’d by thofe who 
are the Aurhors of our Grievances againft {uch as endeavour to have 
them redrefs’d. Malice ic felt muft needs own that our Comp.ny 
and Nation have behaved themfelves with that Loyalcy, Modera- 
tion, and fteady Affection towards thac Government, in che prefent 
juncture under fuch preffing Grievances, and provoking Treatments 
_grom the hands of the pernicious Counfellours, as befpeaks cheir 
due fenfeof what they owe to His Majefty King William, our greac 
_Deliverer, and fufficiencly vindicaces them from the flain ot sll 
{uch noify and iil grounded RetleGions. PA 3 F. 


T is abfol utely eden that ovr Parliament take into their: See 
| rious Confideraticn the Srate of our Trade, with’ refpe& to 
our Neighbours of England and France. 
“It is very well known, and hath been hinted at pee a times al- 
eady, that upon the Union of the Crowns it was granted to us by 
whe Agreement of Commiffioners of both Nacions, That we fhould 
be under no Reft i@ions in matrer of Trade more than the Englifh, 
excepr as co the Exporting of Wooll, and fome few things of En- 
giifh Produ€: Matrers continued thus, without any confiderable 
Sierat on from that time, to the Adminifiration of the Parliament 
in 16413 ‘and during Olives Uturpation, our Privilidges thar way 
were rather increafed than diminifhed; but foon after the Reftau- 
yation of King Charles 11. we were put ‘under the fame hardthip 
with Aliens, By the AG {or Encusraging and Encreafing Shipping and 
Navigation’ and the Adz for the Encouragement of Trade. So that 
we are much nour treated thanthe Irifh. This ts fufficient to cone 
vince all Mankind, that the defien of the Englifh Court upon our 
Trade is not of yefterday s and that the prefent oppofition they 
make to vs, is the effe@ of a premeditated Contrivance; againft 
which ics hoped our Parliament will rake effeiual Meafares to 
fecure us, 
Ir will be alo proper for them to Enqui re into the Gradual In. 
"ereate of their Impofts upon our Commosicties Imported into Eng- 
fard, to the utter rnin almoft of our Trade with the Nation, par- 
ticularly as to our Lifnen Cloth, which was fo much the more 
tralSbidle e, that at the fame rime when this Additional Tmpofi- 
t'on was laid upon our Linnen, we were fo complaifant to the Eng- 
glifh, as to concur wich them in forbidding the Exportation of 
Woo! I from Séotiand, without Prohibiting the Importation of the 
Woollen Manufa@ure of England; fo that every one wears Engiifh - 
Cloth without any notice taken of ic by our Government, becaule 
they pretend it would Ic fen! His. Majefty” s Cuftoms if they fhould’ 
by this mcans we are ruined in our Linnen ManufaGure, ovr awn 
Woollen M nufa@ture is periealy undermin’d, ‘and we are ie 
‘liberty to BupAtl our Own Wooll’ neither. |” ee 
Tr would feem neceflary thatour een fhould make aa Eh 
quiry what palled betwixe the ee vd S- = and Blatboeais, ile, 
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Knplifh Secretary of War oh thar occafions what Promifes his 
Lordfhip made to Mr. Blatbwait to hinder the Exporting of Woolf 
from Scotland, «nd upon what Confideration ?. Whether there 
was any Bribery in the Cafe? Or whether: Mr. Blathwait did not 
out-wit him in chis matter, by making a fraudulent Promife, which 
S82. knewhe could not perform 4 to wit, Thar the Parliament of 
Englavd (hould cake off the Impofition from our Linnen, This 1s 
fo much the more neceflary, becaufe Blathwait denied any fuch 
| Promife to & -—- When fome of our Country men, Traders in 
London, went to him and told him of fr, in order to have had it 
| fulfilled 3 he anfwered them, that he only advifed the Scots firft to 
difcharge the Exportation of Wooll, and thar then che Englith 
might probably take off the Impofition on our ‘Linnen. 

It wefe worth while to enquire if the Bargain had been reaf, 
wiio ic was that Impowered S ro treat of that matrer? And 
: fince he had not Wit enough himfelf, to tranfaG a thing of thar 
| Importance, why he fhould not have called for the Affifiance of 
| ‘others that were more Capable. 

: Since we are fo treared by the Englifh Court, ir refults naturally 
. that we fhould difcharge. their Woollen Cloth of all forts, “and ap- 
ply our (elves to the encouragement of our Own Woullen Manu- 
faGure at home, which will employ our Poor, raife the value of 


themore reafon todo, not only becaufe it willbe a juft Rerribue 
‘cion'to the EnglifhCou't, who have not only. difcharged ina man- 
fer, our Linnen Manufa@ure, buchave fet up Manufa@ures*of thar 
fort of their own, and encouraged the Jrifh ro do the like, which 
| muft certainly prove fara] to ours. ; 

| The Aroument is ‘alfo reinforced by this'Confideration, That 
| a great parc of the Flax we made ufe of, was Foreign Prodna, 
which Exported our Money, and yieldei us no great Profit 5 


whiereas our Wooll is our own: And if the Parliement could fall 


tipon Methods toencourage the making of Bays, Kerieys, ‘and 0- 
ther things in arepular manner, achome: ‘It would advatice a Fo- 


‘ 


reign Trade, furnifh Materials for cur Confumprion, from our own 


| things. 


weight with aScots Parliament, that they ought fo keep meafures 
| : with us. C " rey Ae : 
| “-Theon'y ObicAion of feeming weight tlarlean be made againt 


rs 


with thetn, fice they think ic fo much below them to keep any 
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thisds, Thacche Enslith my thereby Ke “‘prdvekedro forbid die 


mportation of cur Cattle: Bucithis “is eahly abfvered 5) That 10's 
“horont of any refped co 0s, thar the English /allaw that Importa- 
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our Lands, and the prices of our/Catrel. ‘This we have fo much 


Produé, end fave Money, which is conftandy Exported for thofe 


We hope, confidering the outrage done to/our Soverejgnty and - 
- Freedom, by the Englifh Court, ic wil not be an Argamencof 
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tion, buc they find their own Account in it, becaufe they buy them 
cheap, find them better meat, when fed, than their own; and that 
they eat up the Grafs which their own Cattle will not touch, and 
by confequence would be abfolucely loft to chem, were it not for 
our Cattle; and befides, they would not be able to provide their 
Fleets and Merchant Ships fo well without ours, which puts chem 
ina Condition to difpofe of their own larger Cattle for that end - 
But that which is an anfwer once for all, we do not in the leaft 
boubt, if thofe of ourown Country be confulted, who have-moft 
Cattle to difpofe of, bur they will fatisfieour Parliament, that this, | 
Objection is of no weight; and we know. the common Proverb, 
That Intereft will not lye. es 

Befides, If the Parliament pleafes to take effeQual methods to 

-efcourage our Settlement in Caledonia, and our Foreign Trade 
elfewhere, we have rezfon to expe (by the Bleffing of God upon 
our Endeavours) that we fhall have every year lefs occafion than 
other, to be obliged to our Neighbours for taking off our Cattle ; 
and fo much the lefs, fince we know now by Experience, that 
our own Beef will endure Salt fo as to make ic fit for Sea. 

fclikewile deferves the Enquiry of cur Parliament, Whether 
it be not proper to difcharge the Englith from Fifhing in our Seas, 
Creeks and Harbours, which cheir Company, called by the Nameof 
The Royal Fifbery, pretend a Right to, by a Patenc from King Cb. Uf. 
who had no Power to Grane it, without the Confent of our Parlia- 
ments. The Englith themfelves cannot juftly find faule if we do 
this, they know their Selden maincained a Mare Clanfum, againtt . 
Grotius’s Mare Liberum ; {o that out of there own Mouth we judge 
them; and we have fo much the more Reafon co dothis, becaufe 
of their late infolence to come into our own Harbours and Roads, 
where they fearch our Ships, and rake out what they think fic, in 
defiance ot the Laws of Nations, to the great interruption of our 

rade and the difhonour of cur Country. Thefe things together 
with their prefling our Seamen our of our Merchant Ships in time 
of War, as if they were their own Subje@s, are Grievances which 
we ought not to put up, but infift upon an effefiual Redrefs of 
them, as being utterly inconfiftent with our Libercy and Freedom. 

If the FaGion object, that fuch proceedings may occ.fion a War 
with England, we can foon anfwer them, Thatic isnot the Englifh 
Nation, buta Court-F action fupporced by fome hot heeded Eccle- 
fiafticks, and their Superfticious Bigotted Adherents, that is ar the 
borcom of this unncighbourly Treatment of our Country. Eng- 
dand isa wife and clear-fighted Nation, and will never make War 
againft us upon fuch a Quarrel; their prefent Condé proves be- 
yond contradiction, that they have ng {uch defign, they dilarm, 
infiead of putting chemfelves in a Pofture for War ; and are fenfi- 
ble of the danger they are in themfelyes, from that very saan 
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that are now oppreffing us, and therefore will not intruft chem 
with a Scanding Army, nor Money fuffictenc to keep one on foot, 

So chat we have (0 licr'e Reafon to fear a Rupture with the Enge 
lifh Nation on that account, that we rather have caufe to expect 
their favour, if we imitate their Condu@, and take the fame, or 
the like meafures tha’ they do for fecuring our Liberty and Proper- 
ty, fromthe Invafions of Court Pacafites and pernicious Counfellors, 
We hear every day what brave efforcs they make for advancement 
of their Trade, and pulling Arbicrary Government up by the 
Roots ; they are no ways afraid of tel ing their Kings freely when 
they are mifled,. and act any thing conirary to the Honour and In- 
teref{t of the Nation They make ro feruple of Impeaching the 
Chief Minifters of State and Favourites, when they find them 
guilty of eny thing that may be prejudicial co their Conftitution. 
They boldly order their Kings Speeches and Promifes and their 
own Refolves upon them, to be publifhed co the Wor'd in jufti- 
fication of their Condu@,; and make Laws co difable chofe thar 
have adependence upon the Court, from being Members of Par- 
liament. Thefe and much greater are and were our Birth-Right as 
well as theirs 5 and ic’s evident to the World we have much more 
reafonto affere and demand them, which will demonftrably appear 
if we confider. | 

r. That fince the Union of the Crowns, our Kings prefer their 
Intereft to ours, in all macters relating either coChurch or State. 


2. That ever fince that time we have nor been Governed by our 
own Councils, but by theirs,and with a profpe@ of advancing their 
Interef{t, though utterly fubverfive of our own. | 


) 
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3. Thareverfince then, our Intereft has been by turns either 
Sacrificed by our Kings to them, or by them to cur Kings, Thus 
King Famesl. and the two Charles's made a Sacrifice of our Church 
co theirs, and they in requital did, together with a mercenary Fa- 
ction of our own, make a Sacrifice of our Civil Liberty to thems 
witnefs the great Army they furnifhed King Charles I. to carry on 
the Bellum Epifcopale again{t us, and the Treachery of our own 
mercenary Tools at home, by procuring and agreeing to the 18tp 
AGé of the Duke of York’s Parliament, which Enatied that all Furil- 
dictions did fo refide in His Majefty, that by bim{tlf or big Commiffioners, 
he might take the Cognixance of any Canfe, and decide it ashe pleased. 
Thus King Charles 11 did a fo makea Sacrifice of our Intereft in 
Trade to theirs, by the A&s above-mentioned 3 and thus cur Inte- 
reft in Trade in chis Reign has beenalfo made a sacrifice to theirs, 
and their Houfe of Lords in requital ( with the concurrence no 
doubrof many of their Commons) have again madea Sacrifice of 

us 
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ws to the King, by their Addrefs, approving his Wef India Proclae 
mations, ¢¢. againft, us., Thus werare bandy’d abouc with the 
urmoft difregard aad contempt ,according.as their different Interefts 


and Humours require it. ; 


_. "Thefe things demonftrare that we have more reafon to infifeupon 
thofe above-mentioned Priviledges than the Englfh have; nercan 
we expec ro. haveour prefent Grievances Redrefled, or furure 
Grievances Prevented till we obtain, if nor all, at leaft fome of the 
moft material of thofe things, thar that Parliament of Exgland ins 


Gft upon, ws, 


There otdering an AddreG tothe Kingon the roth of Aprié laft; 


‘Thar none but Natives of his Domisions, Prince George excepted, 


be admitted to his Counct's in England or Irelond, 1s a Pattern fit 
for our Imitarion, and what welave.as gooda Right to demand 
asthey, None bur Scotlmen ough: to be confulced with in Scots 
Affairs; for Experince teaches us, that fince we have had Secrera: 
ries of Stace, who Confule Englifh Minilters in every thing, the 
Honour and Welfare of our Nation hath gone Retrograd>, Nor ine 
deed isit enough that none buc Scotsmen be Confulred in our Af. 
fairs 5. it’s alfo requifice that our Parliament fhould have the Chu- 
fing and Swearing of the Privy Councillors, as our Anceftors had, 
and a Power to call them toan Account, and punifh them for Male- 
adminiftratior, The prefent Calamities our Nation groans under 
makes the neceffiry of this more evidentthan ever, which if ob. 
tained, we might then havehopes that the Addrefles of Our Trad- 


‘ing Companies fhou'd not be thrown over the Council Bar,, nor our 


American Sectlement oppofed, as if our Privy Councillors were-ra- 
ther Chofen by a King of S'pain, than by a King of Scotland 5-then 
might wehope that our Arcana Imperti thould not be betray’d to 
our Enemies, and chat the Affairs of our Church and Strate fhou'd 
not be managed by the Capricio’s of Favourires, -Englifh Courtiers, 


vor Prelates, who improving the opporcunity they have to Debauch 


Covetou:, Necefficous or Weak Miniffers,. thar accend our Affairs 
fometimes at the Coure of England, make them the Inftrumencs of 


ruining our Country. That this is no groundlefs fugeeftion will 
appear bur roo plain, if our Parliamenc think fit co enquire into the 


truth of char Report, that a Spanifh Confulac Famaica fhould 
have generoufly rold fomeof our Caledonians there, thac we were 
betray’d by oe of our Country-menthat was entrufted with our At- 
fairs. at Cours; and.perhaps itmay yet appear more plain, if they 


-enquire, whether any of our own Secretaries knew of the Weft 


India Proclamations againft our Colony before they were iflued, 
as it’s confidently faid the Englifh Secretary VY —— n hah given our, 


that one of them did, 
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We have found by woful Experience, that "tis not fafe to truft 
the Management or Reprefentatign of our Affairs to one or two 
Men, chofen for thatend at the Diferecion of the Court of Eng= 
lands therefore it feems highly neceffiry that we fhould be re'n- 
vefted with our Native Right of chufing So Publick O'ficers 
our felyes, or at leaft chatnone be advanced to Pofts either Civil 
or Military without the Advict of the Council of Scotland ; other- 
wife, fince our Kings can now no mofe be faid tobe Scorimen, it’s 
a partind ith ott Sovereifhry, and lays us open to have all our 
confiderable Pofts fill’d with fuch Men as will certainly fall in wich 
the Meafures of the Englifh Court and Govern themfelves, 
wholly by the Di@aces of Princes, chie muft now of neceility be 
Educated ina Country who chink it cheir [ncereft co keep us low, 
and to thwart us in every thing thac our own Parliament and Peo- 
ple think moft conducible to our Honour and Advantage, Nay, 
they are fo jealous of us, thartheyare unwilling any of our Coun. 
| try-men, though unexceptionably well Qualified, fhould be fo 
| much as concerned in the Education of chofe Princes in whom we 
 haveas great a Righc as they. Thus chey removed a Scots Gen- 
 tleman of the Name of Murray, from having the Charge of Ch. 
the Firft’s Education, fearing he might have inclined himcd Presby- 
| tery, and thereupon made him fuch a Bigot the other way, thac 
he himfelf and the three Nations had occafion afterwards to be- 
/wailic in Tears of Blood; It’s wellenough known what attempts 
of the like Nature have lately been made upon the Duke of Gloce/fer. 
Beciufe under the Condu& of a Scotfman, though a Bifhop, 
whofe Order we have thought fit co Abolifh inour Nation. If our 
Parliament fhould infift upon the having the Nomination of our 
Privy-Council, as it’s no more than our Birth-right, fo it’s no 
more than what His Majefty in effeét Granted to our Neighbours in 
England, whenhe fubmitred the Liftof his firft Councillors to the 
| Judgment of their Convention Parliament. 

The next thing we fhall propofe to Confideration, is chara Re- 
firainc, if poffible, might be laid upon the Creation of Lords. 
| As it’s only Vertue that can truly make Noble, fo Advancement to 
| the Degree of Nobility ough: only to be the Reward of Vertue. 
It’s an unreafonable thing the Power of making Heredicary 
Law-givers to our Nation, fhould be at the fole difpofal of our 
Princes who are now Kingsof Axgland, and by that means have an 

opportunity of ftrenthening an Englifh Fa@ion amongus, by con- ; 
ferring Peerage, or the higher Degrees of ic upon Ambitious Pere 

fons who devote themfelved co their Intereft, and perhaps are Ad- Wy 

vanced for no other Merit fometimes, but for having been Minifters =i 

co their impure Pleafures or Inftruments of Tyranny : What picy | 

is ic chat the Illuftriows Nobilivy of Ssotland, many of whom are 

Noble wichout a Patent (as being the Heads of Ancient and Greac 

F Families) 


oem 


Ginnsruiecevii a De aah Waset co 
Families’) fhould be mixe with iuch a bafe Alloy. It would cer. 
tainly redound much to the Honour of the Nation, and much ine 
hance. the value of the prefent Nobility, if none were admired into 
their Rank bur with Confenr of Parliament, and on the account of 
true Meric. What pity is ic that the Freedom and Honour of a 
Country fhould be endangered by fuch an Hereditary Power of 
Legiflation, when Experience fhews us but too often that Wifdom 
and Vertue is not Encail’d upon the Poftericy of Nobles more than 
others. gry 
We come next to propofe the State of our Trade with France, 
The lofs of our Ancient Alliance with that Femousand Great King- 
dom, and of the Honourable and Advantagious Priviledges we 
enjoyed there ; is one of the great Dammages we fuftained by the 
Union of the Crowns 3 neither our Princes nor our Ne'ghbours have 
thoughr fit toallow us any Compenfacion for this hitherco, but have 
rather pleafed them/‘elve: to {ee our Honours and Priviledges there 
gradually wrefted out of our Hands 5 fo that now they are broughe 
to a woful and final period; inftead_ of having the Pre‘erence there 
of all other Nations in point of Honotr and Trade as formerly 
we had, we arenow, becaufe of our Union with Evg/and, not only 
deprived of the fame, but are ina worfe Condition than other Peo« 
pe: Thus our Sale Fifth is difcharged there, and the Dutch have 
engrcfled that part of our Trade, and fell them dearer to.the 
French than we offered them, but could not be accepted, though 
at the fame time great Sums of Money are exported yearly from 
our Kingdom to France for Wine and other Commodities. This 
isa thing thatcertainly deferves our Parliaments Confideration ; ic 
ought to be a Subje& of Enquiry whence it came to pafs, thatthe 
Honour and Intereft of our Nation was fo much neglected and de- 
fpifed, as never once to be mentioned at the Treaty of Rijfwich ; 
our Council and Minifterga>out the King ought to be examined as 
tothis matter, for we cannot think that His Majefly who took fo 
much Care of the Honour and Intereft of the Little Puincipaliry of 
Orange, would, had he been put in mind of ir, have fo much ne- 
giected his Ancient Kingdom of Scotland, fince he owes all his pre- 
fent Grandeur to his Defcent from ou. Royal Line, and his Alliance 
withir. This deferves the Thoughis of our Parliamene fo much 
the more, that we fuflain Affronts and Dammages by. the Intetpofi- 
tion of His Majefly of Great Britain's Name, as 18 evident from 
the Hambargh Memorial, the pretended Breach of Treaty with 
‘ Spain, and the lofs of our Trade with France; but there’s no care 
taken of our Interef{t in any ot thofe General Treaties. 

There’s no way of retrieving this, but by our Parliaments affert« 
ing our Independency and Freedom againft all thofe Invafions and 
Neglects, and by making it appear to the World, thac we are ftil] 
a Suveicign Nation, and haye as much Right ro confult our own | 

| Intereft, 
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Intereft, without any regard to that of Evgland, as they have to do 
fo by us. It would feem neceffary, that until thofe Impofitions be 
taken off our Trade with France, and till we be reftor’d to our 
Privileges there, that we fhouid forbid the Importation of French 
Commodities, Wine and Brandy particularly, either immediately 
from France,or immediately by way of England or Holland 5 and el- 
ther content our felves with Ale, and other Liquors of cur own 
making ; which might in that Cafe be made ftronger than ufual, 
would confume our own Produ@, and raife the value of our Lands. 
It the necefficy of Wine for Healthbe objeGted, the anfwer isealy 5 
that let us take all the Precautions we canto exclude it, there will 
always be enough found for that ufe: and befides it’s evident from 
the High Lands, and other remote Places of the’ Country, that 
the People are as {trong and Jong-liv'd where they never fee Wine 
nor Brandy 3 nay, rather more than in thofe Places where they a- 
bound moft. | 

If this fhould be thought an Hardfhip upon Families of Quality, 
they may have an Allowance; or if we muft have Wine, it were 
more reafonable to import ir from thofe places that don’c impofe 
upon cur Trade, than from thofe that do. . 

Ir were alfo worthy our Parliament's Confideration, whether 


-it might not be proper to forbid the fending our Youth abroad into 


France, which exports fo much Money out of the Kingdom every 
Year, expofes them to be corrupted in their Principles, both as to 
Religion and Politicks 5 and alfo in their Morals by fuch trifling 
Fellows as Muficians, dancing Mafters, and fencing Mafters: chat 
fort of Men live upon the Vices and Folly of Youth, and therefore 
think ic their Intereft to nourifh their vicious Inclinations, and 
many times effe@ it tothe ruin of their Souls, Bodies and Eftates 5 
fo that inftead of a weil accomplifhed Gentleman we have but too 
often nothing-in return for our Money but ill Principles, empty 
Purfés, and bad Morals. There was fome neceffity for fending our 
young Men of Qualicy thither, during the Alliance betwixt us, 
fcr then France was like afecond Native Country ‘0 us 5 there we 
enjoy’d a fhare of the greateft Offices in Court and Camp, and 
were diftinguifh’d from all ocher Nations by peculiar Priveledges ; 
bur now its quite otherwife,our Subjects, or at lesft their Children 
and Relations are denied the Freédom of Religion there, orto re- “ 
turn home ; -but are barbaroufly us’d in their Perfons and Eftates : 
nor is there any that have fhew’d themielves greaver Enemies to our 
American Settlement-than the French Courr, who from time to 
time proffer to affift che Spaniards to drive us from thence 5 and. 
if fome People may be crediced, the Oppofition made to our Coy 
lony proceeds more from fome private Leasue with France, chan 
from any Dammage that may redound to from it to Spain. 
We don’t mean by this that our Nobility and Gentry fhould be 
| ak aR  depriy’d 
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depriv'’d of the Accomplifhments they aim at by travelling. As 
for the Exercifes they commonly learn in France, and the Acquifi- 
tion of their Language, which is now become fo much in vogue : 
We have as good an opporcunity as we can defire, of ereGing Aca- 
demies of French Proceftants to teach them; or of having them 
caughe privately at home under theGuardianfhip of their Relations; 
and then if our Nobiliry and Geniry have a mind to fend their Sons 
co travel, they willbe under no Tenration of being corrupted by 
fuch rifling Popijh Fellows, as teach thofe things abroad ; they 


need not ftay fo long in foreign Countries, and yetimprove them. | 


felves more by converfing with Men of Note, and ob‘erving the 
Cuftoms, Conftirurions, and Produas of Countries, which before 
they had not time to do, becaufe of thofe Exercifes; and aboveall 


there ought to be care taken thar/they be well vers’d in the Confti- . 


tution of their own Country before they goabroad, of which no 
Nation in Exyope has {0 good and eafy an opportunity as we have 
by Buchannan’s Hiftory 5 an Author ficto be read by all Perfons of 
Quality, borh for Ornament of Mind and Stile. If our Yourh 
were taken care of in this Manner, and $olidly, inft-u@ed in the 
Principles of their Religion before they went abroad, they would 
raife the Reputation of our Country, and not be fo lable to be 
corrupted as now, being ufually fent abroad in cheir blooming 
‘Years, when they are moft apt to be feduc’d by i!] Converfation. 
As for the fludy of the Law 5 it’sa fhame for our Country, that 
from time to time hath had fuch famous Civilians, that we nya 
nor have a Colledge for the fludy of it at home, which would fave 
both our Money and Reputation; fo that our Youth that had a 
mind co travel for further Accomplifhmene in it, needed do litre 
more but vific foreign Univerfities. : : 

The next thing to be confide: ed,is, the relieving of our poor op- 
prefs'd and impoverifh’d Country, which hath fuffer’d fo much of 
Jate (by the Juftice of God, and the Wickednefs of Men) from 
all unneceflary Burdens, amongft which that of a Standing Army, 
may well be acconnred the moft needle{s and infupporrable; and 
for keeping up of whigh, by the Advice of fome Courtie:s, we 
have been fo ungratefuliy rewarded. 

That itis unreafonable for us to have a greater Army in time of 
Peace, than weh-d in time of War, cannot well be controverted 3 
and that to keep upa Standing Army intime of Peace is againft our 


Claim of Right, caias liccle be denied Let us learn Wifdom of 


our Neighbours, we fee they who are neareft the Enemy, thatthe 
Ccurtiers p etend to be moft afraid of, havereducd their Scanding 
Force to Guerdsand Garfons; their Number is little, if any thing 
more at prcfent, than whit we have now on foot in Scoclaid; {0 
that if we (hould disband according to that proportion, we fipud 
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bor keep one Men in Pay, for Guard nor ’ Garrifon; for 
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Guards, fince we have no King, there feems to be little need of 
them, and fo much the lefs that itis buc of late our Kings had 
any. Formerly they entrufted themfelves with cheir Subjects, 
and adminiftred Juftice in Perfon from‘County to County, with- 
our any other Guards but their own Domeftics, and fuch Perfons 
of Quality as thought fitto attend them with the Sheriffs of the res 
fpe@ive Counties 5 awd for our Garrifons a very few Menmay ferve, 
Yn King Charles I's Time we had bur one Regiment of Foot, and a 
Troop of Guards; inKing Charles Il’s Time the Number was in- 
creas’d 5 in King Fames VII¢h’s Time they grew fiill more, and now 
they are more fumerous than ever, | 

It’s evident there is no neceflity for fuch numerous Troops, we 
are now in Peace at home and abroad3 nor are we like to have any 
occafion of Quarrels, exceptit be with the Spaniards in the We 
Yndies 5 and inthat refpe@, if we may guels of what 1s to come, 
by what is paft, our Courtiers are more like to make ufe of our 
Troops againft us than for us. ) s 

We hope the Parliament will not. now be impas’d upon with a 
neceflity of keeping them up to overaw the difaffecied Party 5 and 
particularly the Highland Ciaons. It's known their Chiefs have 
fubmitred tothe Government, and the greateftof the Clans are in- 
tirely in the Intereft of our prefent Confticution: Its very well , 
known, that when it was otherwife, and that moft of them were 
on King Charles I’s fide, under their famous Leader Montroffe ; and. 
when fo many of them declar’d tor the late King Fames fince the 
Revolution, they were never able to cait the Balance, or do any 
ching confiderable, in comparifon of the Low-Lands : The Wefiern- » 
Shires alone were able to overaw all the lace King Fames’s Party at 
the Revolution, and to fer the Crown upon King William's Head. 
Thefe things being confidered, we hope that all S—’s Arguments 
from the Highland Clans, though feconded by, his good Table, of 
whofe wonderful Efte@s he boafted fo much laft Seflionsy wi'l nor 
beable to prevail with our Parliament, cto continue a Standing Are 
my this Scflions. | 3 

Whatever Arguments the Courtiers may pretend for keeping 
them up, from fuch or any Foreign Confiderations, we may allure 
our felves, that che pernicioas Counfellors who put thofe things in 
gheir Heads have other Reafons for ir. They know they have given 
our Nation jaft Caule of difguft, and to demand that they may be 

unifhed according to demeric: Therefore they chink a Sranding 

Army neceflary to overawe us, to {wallow up our Liberties by de- 
prees, and to put us out of a Condition to revenge the Injury they 


have done us. This will appear to be no uncharitable ConjeGure, 
if ic be confidered that Inflruments of Tyranny are,always airaid of 
the People they tyrann ze over, and therefore hate them. 
TheOppreffion the Country groans undér, by maintaining ti efe 
Pea hed eee . Forces 
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Forces is undeniable, and the ufelefsnets of them is equally demon: 
Yirable, England is the Seat of the Government, nearer fo any 
Foreign Enemy, and much more capable of furnifhing them Sub- 
fifience than our Countreyg being the Seat of Government, it is by 
Confequence the Receptacle of Intelligence, and yet we have noe 
heard of one Word fignified to them of any apprehenfions from a- 
broad, this laft Seffions of Parliament. . The Cafe being fo, if the 
Englifh be fo fecure we have lefs reafon to be afraid. The World 


muft own that they are Zealous for the Defence of their Country, - 


and that its a Subje@ well worth their Zeal, Therefore there’s no 
reafon to think that they would negle& their Safety, if they faw it 
inhazard. Then fince they are the firft that will probably be at- 
tack’d, wefhall have time enough to arm in our own defence. 
_ To this we may add, that Standing Armies not only oppref$ the 
People, but corrupr the Manners, and overturn che Liberties of all 
Countries where they are kept up} and chat fince the pernicious 
Counfellors bave already made an Invafion uponour moft valuable 
and fundamental Liberty, viz. our Sovereignty and Independency : 
We fhall be look’d upon as che moft foolifh and unthinking Nation 
upon Earth, if when it isinour power co disband them, we fuffer 
them to keep up a Standing Army, to compleat that Slavery which 
hath already made fuch formidable advances upon us. 
_ Atche fame time, it is not our Opinion that che Country fhould 
be Jaid naked, withouca Defence; and therefore it’s neceflary the 
Parliamenr fhould confider of regulating the Militia, fo as to make 
icmoft ufeful, Tuwhich, particular regard ought to be had tothe 
Qualifications of thofe who are entrufted with theCommand of them, 
viz. that they be Men of Eftaces and Intereftin the Country, and 
well affe&ed tothe prefent Conftitucion, both in Church and State, 
thar they be duly train’d and arm’d, and as many of the prefen: Of- 
ficers as are Men of. Probity impioy‘d in the Command as may be, 
nor would it be amifs co mix them with fuch of the Soldiers as 
are beft difciplin’d, and of the moft commendable Converfation. 
If, our Militta be foregulated, there’s no doubrof their being more 
fervicable inthe defence of our Country, and for the fupporc of the 
Government, according to our prefer Conflicution, than a Suind- 
ing Army can ever be. 
_ Wemay readily believe thaca Militia fo modelled will have more 
Zeal for the Honour of their Country, chan that partof the Stand- 
ing Army which yielded their Poft of Honour to the Dutch in Flan- 
ders; irwere but juft chat our Parliament fhould enquire into the 
Authorsof fuch a Difhonour done our Nation, and to cal] themto 
an.account for ir. However fome Couriers may palliare this; we 
| are fure they can never defendic. Their Pretence that che Dutch 
were in Englifh Pay, and therefore took the Poft as Englifh Guards, 
is frivolous and trifling; our Troops were in Enelifh Pay as bee 
| 2 | the 


Ne 


: Sei ane eee, ae 
the Dutch, who by the Trearment they have had fince by the 
Parliament of England that fent them away as Foreigners, appear 
never to have been]ook’d upon by the People of England as Englifh 
Guards. ° oh SORMN GR Le 

Wecomenext toconfider the Pradifes of the Faétion upon the 
laft General Affembly of our Church, ino derto abate the Peoples 
Zeal for our Eflablifhment at Darien. This of it felf is fufficient | 
to demonflrare ‘harthe pernicious Couniellours have ftill the afcene 
dant again ft us. It’s wellencugh known how thofe of the Aflembly 
that were for the Inrereftof the Colony were forc'd to fight for e- 
very inch of Grourd 5 that thofe who were manag‘d by the Influ- 
ence of the FaGion, appear’d more openly againft the Intereft of 
the Country in the Committees, than they dard to do in the Af. . 
fembly.. Nor is ir co be forgot what oppofiticn they made ro the 
Name Caledonia, which however was all they were ableto carry. 
A Noble Vi@tory ! well becoming the Antefignaxt of Church and 
State, and for whichno doubt they ought to be well rewarded our 
of the Treafury. ] 

We are fenfible that many of thofe Minifters who were deceiv’d 
by the Agents of the FaGion, have now feentheir Error, and thae 
notwithftanding all the Tricks made ufe of, things were fet in a 
clearer Light there 3 and that the Inrereft of the Country carried 
it, a5is evident from the AG enjoyning a Faft, which owns our 
plantation abroad to be a great National Concern, and the Difappoint- 
ments it bath met with to be National Rebukes. Yer fince the Gom- 
pliance of that Affembly fo far, with thofe that are Enemies to our 
Colony, hath in a great meafure difgufted the People, it’s the more 
incumbent upon the Presbyterians in Parliamene to retrieve it, and 
by a fteady and firm adherence to the Intereft of the Nation, to 
oppofe a Standing Army, and to concur in every thing that may 
tend to the Security and Advancement of our Colony, We are 
fure if they don't a@ contrary to their own Principles they mult 
do fo. 

The poor Country Minifters, who for the moft part have more 
Honefty than Policy, may be impofed upon by the fly Infinuations 
of crafty ill Men, that if the Presbyterians don’t fall in with the 
Party, -another Parliament final] be call’d to eftabldh Epifcopacy: 
But we hope Gentlemen, and Members of Parliament, know better 
Things. 

Admitting it to be true thatthe FaGion hath threatned to do fo; 
it is contrary to the Divine Rule, vo do Evil thac Good may come 
of it, or to commit Sin to avoid Suffering, 

Nor willic be in the power of the Faction to abolifh Presbytry, 
fo long as it has the AffeGtions of the People. [tis likewife evi- 
dent, thac if the Presbyterians adhere at this time to our Civil 
Rights, the Nation will be more and more endeared to their Con- 
fiitution, 
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ftiturion, and ic will be one of the moft effe&ual means to convince 
its Enemies, that our Difcipline is not only beft accommodated: for 
a prefervacion of Religion, but likewife forthe Suppore of Civil — 

ibercy. 

Ic‘s alfo evident, chat if the Presbyterians adhere to the Intereft 
of the Narion, ir will be impoffible to overturn their Church Con- 
ftirution, without fhaking of the Throne; fince it is one of the 
fundamental Articles in the Claim of Right upon which His Maije- 
{ty received the Crown. : 7 | 

~ But if the Presbyterians fhould at this time tike pare with the 
Wicked Counfellors againft their Country, and by that means lofe. 
the AffeGions of the People, they infallibly ruin’ their Church 
Conftitution, which may be demonftrated thus. | 

Presbyterian Government was firft fecrled in Scotland, atthe time 
of the Reformation, by the Affeéttons of the People ; it hath been 
fupporced by that fame Means againft all our Courtsto the late Re- 
volution, and was reftor‘d to be the National Eftablifhment chen, 
becaule moft apreeable to the Inclination: of the People, and ‘tis for 
that only reafonic hath been continu’d fince, becaufe the Court . 
found ic the beft Method for fecuring their Intereft in Scotland. 

Buc if once it lofe its ground in the Hearrs of the People, as ic 
muft unavoidably do, if che Presbyterians at this Jun@ure a& con- 
trary tothe Intereft of the Kingdom, then the Court will overcurn 
Presbytery of cheirown accord, both from a Prirticiple of Inre- 
reft and Inclinacion. , 

That ic will be their Intereft foro do is plain, for if Presbytery 
once lofe the Affe@ions of the People of Scotland, it canbe of no 
more ufe tothe Court, but willafford them as goad ‘an opportunty 
as heart can wifh, co ingratiate thentifelves with che Church of Eng- 
land, which is by much the greareft Intereft tn that Nation. 

That ic’s the Inclination of theCourtiers fotodo we have no great 
reafon co doubr. it being well known that they have feveral times 
broke in upon our Laws fince the Revolution, in favour of the 
Epifcopal Parry. Witnefs the long time they cook to confider 
wherher they fhould allow us Presbyrery ornot, after Pre:acy was 
Anonull’d by the Convention of States; and their Adjourning and 
Difolving the General Aflemblies.of our Church, contrary to the 
exprefs Stature whentheE of Lothian was Commifioner, befides 
feveral Arbitrary Letrers fent tothe Aflembly, and Commiffions of 
Affemblies to put aftop to the Exercife of the Jurifdiction the 
Law had invefted them with. " 

Ic’s no way improbable that the pernicious Counfellours, who | 
endeavour to make Tools of the Presbyterians, for carrying on th¢it 
prefent purpofes, have aifo the ruin of Presbytery in view in Con- 
jun@ion with cheir other defigns againft our Nation, they put them 
upon thofe Meafures to difoblige the People, and divert their Ia- 
clinations 


ae 


. that i?’s as much the Polisical Invereft of our Nacion, co maineain 
that Form of Church-Governmen: in oppofition to Epifcopicy, as 
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- clinations from Presbytery, thar {0 they may have 4 fair pretence 


for getting the Law that Eftablifhes ic repealed, fince it’s founded 
upon the Peoples [nclinations, . 5 | 
_ If they beable to effe& this, all the Laws in fivour of it will be 
‘bur fo many Cobwebs 3 our Parliamenr themfelves will be provok’d 
to Annul them, or if they fhould not think it cheir tnrereft fo co do, 
the Fa&ion wilh certainly break through them. —T’s in vain to fup- 
_pofe.the contrary.for fince they have broke in upon our Sov-reignty 
and Trades which all burcthofe who depend upon the Fa@ion, are 
unanimous to defend ; they, will find ica much eafier,ask to over- 
turn Presbytery, when back’d by the Church of Eaglind abroad, 
and a ftrong Party at home. ce ene 
We heartily wifhehis may never happen to be the Cafe, for ab. 
ftraGting from all Theological Arguments in favour of Presbytery® 
which we are facisfied ar unanfwera'ile; we are fully convinced 


it’s the Intereft of the Wile Venetians to «xclude Churci»men and. 
their Dependants, from having any fhare in the Civil Governnent, 
and upon the fame accoun: too. That Sage Republick excludes 
their Ecclefiafticks becaufe they depead upon a Foreion Head, and 
therefore are liableto tencations, to efpoule an Incereft oppoficeto 
that of their Country. Icalwayshas been, and muft be the fame 
‘with Bifhops in Scotland, fince we hayeno King of our own bucia 
Parenerfhip with anorier Nation who Claim Ten tars in Twelve; 
‘or to {peak the plain truth, allow us no fhare in his Governmencar 
all, bucigorder to fubje& us co themielves, of to fecuré or pro- 
mote their own [ntereft 5 and therefore fince all our Bifhops mult 
depend upon the King of England for their Nomination, and Conge 
@Eflive, fince they muft be acted by the Church of Ang/and, an 
irreconcilable Enemy to our Nation, fince we hive found by our 
own Experience, that the Bijhops went always along with the 
Court to enflave che Country, and fince they concurred in Paclia- 
ment to exalt the Prerogacive co thar Blafphemous heichr over 
Church and State, it arrived to in the late Reigns. Tre muft of ne» 
ceffity be the Intereft of Scotland to oppofe thar Form of Govern- 
ment, and {o much the more, that our Epifcopal Parry don’e thivk 
itof Divine Infticution, as appears by the firft AG of Liwderdale’s 
Second Parliament. . ee 
By parity of Reafon it’s our Intereft to maintzin Presbytery, 
ecaufe that Form has no dependence on the King of Esglatd, our 
Minifters have no Honours nor Benefices fron him, atd by. con 


fequence are under no fuch réntations asthe Bifhops arz, co a4 cons 


rrary coche Inrereft of cheir Gountry. Befides Presbytery admits 
Laymen inco allitsCourts, which is adfolurely neceflary to prevene 


Ecclefiaftical Amition 3 it’s an cife@ual reftraint upon them from 
| . G 


decreeing 
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decteeing fuch Do@rines as Paffze Obedience, and hinders them 

from Preaching Mankind out of their Lives and Effates, into a 

Slavith Subjeétion co Princes ; had it been otherwife, we have good . 

reafon to think that the {ntereft of the Country would not have 

carried fo much as it did in the laft General Aflembly. 
Fromall this ic will naturally refule, that it’s incumbent upon 

our Parliament to take meafures for fecuring the Church againft 

fuch Threats as che Faction made ufe of to inducethe Miniflers to 

a Compliance 3 this is fomuch the more reafonable, becaufe tho’ 

Presbyterian Minifters may comply with the defigns of Courts ae - 

gainft the Liberties of the Subjects, Bifhops muft, and they are 

fo much the more dangerous, becaufe they have a Power in the 

Legiflation, and are commorly fomany Votes on the Courts fide; _ 

whereas by the prefenc Conftitution, the Clergy have no fuch Pow- 

er. Itthe Parliament of Scotland {hould demand from His Majefty a _ 
further afurance for the Conftitution of our Church, it’s no more 
than what our Neighbours in England have from time totimedone — — 
as to theirs, and wherein His Majefly did as readily comply with 
them. Tothis end it would feem to be no unreafonable demand 
. if the Revenues of the Bifhopricks that are not already appropria- 
ted to Pious Ufes, were applied ro, the ufe of our American Co- 
Jony. This is fo much the lefs to be objected againft, becaufe the 
Eftablifhment of our Plantation tends to the propagation of the 
crue Chriftian Faith, ir would be aneffe@ual way to. prevent the 
Reftirution of Epifcopacy in this Nation, which cannever be done 
without throwing all into Confufion again, which would utzerly ob- 
ftru@ our Trade; befides-ic were but a juft reprifal fince it is 
from chofe of the Epifcopal Party in England that our American 
Sertlement meets with the greateft oppofition there. me 

If it be objected that thofe Revenues have fallen to the King as 
Ultimus Haves, we anfwer, that a we never fee a King amongft 
us, there’s no reafon we fhould augment his Revenue, that the 
Parliameuc of England have appropriated to Publick Ufe,the Trifh 
Forfeicures, which by the ordinary Courfe ofLaw fell to the King, 
and that His Majefty is obliged by the A@ eftablifhing our Compa- - 
ny, to obtain a Reparation of their Lofs ac the Publick Charge, 
All this being confidered, fuch a demand cannoc any ways feem 
unreafonable, and fo much the lefs chat this Fund is already fertled, 
and would be no new burdento theSubje&. : 

Thefe chings we have infifted the more upon, becaufe fome Peo- 
ple cook the opportunity to improve the proceedings of the Affem- 
bly tothe difidavantage of the’ Presbyterians, and openly bozfted 
of ir, as.a handle coreftore Epifcopacy. But we hope chac neither 
this nor any fucure Parliament of Scotland will be fo Impolitic as 
to attempt thar.I’s well enough known the Presbyterians look upon 
‘their Form of Church-Government to be of Divine Infticurion, 

. ( that 
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that moft of them have fuffeted for ic, and fome hundreds of them 
have fealed 1¢ with their Blood ; therefore ’tis no wonder they 
fhould prefer it to all Temporal Advantages whatever; and fhew 
more than an ordinary Compliance with what they are told is the 
Mind of a Prince whofe Fami'y and Perfon they have reafon to 
, e{teem, and co whom they have been more obliged than ever they 

were to any; there’s fo much rhe He reafon to wonder at their 
Compliance, when we confider what endeavours there have been 
to perfuade them, that the greateft Zealots for our American Settle- 
ment, are their mortal Enemies and feck their overthrow: Nor 
indecd have we any reafon to wonder at the oppoficion of the 
‘Court, whn His Majefty is informed that the Affair of Darien isa 
Jacobite defign ac the bottom, and that a Presbyterian Lord fhould 
be fo far poffeffed with this Calumny, as to affertit in oppofition to 
our Colony in the Englifh Houfe of Peers. Therefore ic would — 
feem to be incument upon our Parliametit.ro enquire intothe Au- 
thors of fuch malicious Suggeftions. This is fo much the more ne- 
ceflary, becaufe our Enemies endeavour to maintain their own 
Caufe, by creating in usa mutual diftruft of one amother, and 
dividing us amongft our felves by falfe reports, Thus fome of. the 
greateft Men of our Kingdom, as well as che greaceft Friends of our 
Colony are fometimes traduced as carrying on a Jacob'te defign, 
and at other times reproached as falling in wich the Fadtion at 
Court, that have declared them(elves fo openly againft our Country. 
But toreturn to the Presbyrerians, as we would not be thought 
to difuade them, or other:, from entertaining high and duciful 
thoughts of our moft gracious Sovereign King William, yet onthe 
other hand, as they never believed Kings to be intallible, we would 
have them to beware how they fall in with fuch mealures as 1/1 Men 
about His Majefty may put him uyon in relation to our Coun ry 
and Colony. We would nothave them to lick up the Vomic of 
- Paffive Obedience that the Church of England hath ipewed out, and 
though we would have them and all good SubjeGs to account is 
Majefty’s Perfon Inviolable and Sacred, yet chere’s no reaion thae 
all about him fhould have the fime priviledge, or be prorected 
‘from Juftice when they invade the Fundainental Laws of cur Na- 
tion,nor would we have them co obftrua the Peoples demanding a 
Redrefs of Grievances, or nor co concur wiih che Parliamenc to 
maintain their Authority which is fo manifeliiy violated. tor this 
would be a dire& breach of the Solemn League and Covenumt, 
which obliges the Nation to.maintain the Auchor'ry of Parliaments, 
as well as his Majefty’s \fuft Right and ¥reroparive. 
Ic had been time long ago to have drawn co.a Cone'ufion, but 
the Preflures we labour under are fo many, that we hope they will 
niake an Apology for the length of this Dilcourfe. 
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._Tebeing evident that moft of our ‘Grievances proceed from His. 
Majefty’s abfence, and our Circumftances being fo unhapy, that’ 
we aréno m re toexpec our Rings fhould refide amoneft us, We. 
have no other Remedy but to Addre(s our felves to our Parliament, — 
thac they would rake care to’ make up that want by good and whol.’ | 
fore Laws, which it’s hoped His Majefty will very readily agree. 
£0. FA: Meshal stabs Beach ih eel, | 
Many Particulars might be infifted upon, butthofe which feem 
moft neceflary, ‘are, a Law for a New Parliament once in three | 
Years, as our Ncighbotrs in England have, that in future Reigns 
Wwe may not be liable to be undone by a Band of Penfioners, under 
the Notion of Reprefentatives, I CO 
2. Thit we may have the’ benefic of a Habeas Corpus AG as 
well as our Neighbouring Nation, and fo mueh the more, that we 
feem inticled to demand it by the Article of the Claim of Right, 
againtt Imprifoning Perfons without expreffing the Reajon, and delaying 
to bring then to Tyyal. | PPAR wale 
3. That fome effectual Method be taken to prevent {pending fo 
muchof ourWMeney in England by our Nobilicy and Genty 3 this 
is 4 Difeafe which feeds upon the Virals of our Nation, exhaufts’. 
cur Treafure, and confumes our Subftance, which ‘ouglit to circu- 
late at home amongft our own poo# People, wholabour for it with 
the Sweat of their Faces. Yt depraves our Principles and Morals, 
_ a8 1s but too demanftable from many fad Inftances. How many of. 
thofe who liv‘d unblama)ly athome, have been debauch‘d by the 
liccntious Pra@ifes, and the Exampleof ‘the Court of England, and 
tlie bad Converfation they have met with in London; and how’ 
much has their bad Example tended to fpread the Conragion, when 
they returo’d ro their nacive Country. pes: Wn ae Se 
Theres nothing in the World that renders our Nation more 
concemptibie in the Eyes of the Englifh, thin the frequent Re- 
courle of our Nobility and Gentry, té their Court, for they prefent- 
ly conc'ude that we are come either to complain of ' one another, 
or to"fue ‘for Plices and Penfions, and in-any of thefe Cafes they* 
a°cfureto make their advantage of us. They know well enough 
that che favour of Minions, or of thar Party thac has moft Inrereft 
at Court, is abfolurely neceflary for fuch Parties or Perfons in our 
Warioh as would fucceed in their Suits to the King, ‘and that we 
mufl ‘either bribe the Favouricés, of “make a Sacrifice of “the Inte~ 
reft of our Country tothe Court (if not both) before we can ob- 
tai what we (eck 3 they know likewile thac for out own Honour,” 
wermuft make a Figure thereanfwerable to thofe of the frme Qua 
lity ta &ngland, which occafioris Cur confuming’ a great deal of 
Money 10 cheirCountry, and many times obliges perfons of ‘Qua- 
vy ro rug in Tradéfinen'’s Debts at London, “and * to“ Mortgage their 
Eftites tor Securicys All chele things together keep usin a Slavith 
Boy be yeh Gta aa a es eae 4 Sy SubjeGtion’ 
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Subjetion to the Englith, which they beirig willing to perpetuate, 
ufe all poffible endeavours to nourifh Difcord amongft us, and to 
keep us Low. This was plain from thofe barbarous Proceedings 
againft the Presbyterians, which the Court of Eng/ard fomented, 
and from the fucceflive Impofts upon our Commerce, which they 
enacted inthe late Reigns; and is equally demonftrable now, from 
their PraGifes againft'ys, and raifing Divifions amongft us, in relati- 
on to our Tride. eee ) 
This one would think fhould be fufficient to put our Parliament 
upon finding out Methods to prevencthis conftant Recourfe of our 
Nobility and Gentry to Loxdon, and to take effeual Meafures to 
have our Affairs duly reprefented ro His Majefty, by fuch asic 
fhall not be in the Power of the Englifh Court, etcier co bribe, or 
to frighten from theirDuty. It’s humbly conceiv’d a Commitee of 
Parliament; chofen-by the Parliament ir felf at every Seflions, and 
accountable tothem for their Adminiffration, were moft proper 
for that end, and that they fhould depute one or two of their 
Number ro attend His Majefly conftantly, with Powertofend and 
recall rhem as they faw meet : for His Majefty’s Sec etary, being his 
own Domeftick, and by con/equence under command,» and liable 
to be turn‘d our at pleafure, cannot be prefum’d to be fo fic to be 
iicrufted with the Affairs of a Nation, which 1s unhappily d¢eprivéd 
of the Prefence of their Sovereign, as Perfons who are ‘chofen by 
the Nation icfelf. This ic‘s humbly conceiv‘d would oblige the 
Court to have more regard tothe Welfare of our Nation, and to 
be more cautious how they invade our Freedom and Rights, than 
hitherto they have been. ~It is not reafonable that we fhould be 
govern‘d ac home by His Maiefty‘s Domefticks, and fuch as he 
pleafes ro join wich them for Privy Counfellors. It's enough for 
them to arrend His Majefty‘s Houfhold Affairs: Nor is itae all proe 
per that we fhould be govern'd by the Servants of a Prince, . who 
in yelacionto us is nor his own Mafter. The Englifh Courtiers will 
be very angry at this Aflertion (we dou't noc) as they were at 
fome of the like nature in the Enquiry,into the Mifcarriages of ony 
Colony at Darien; and particularly that the K. of Scots was a Prifoner 
in England; tor eh though they burne the Book as tal'e, they 
themfelves'have now prov‘d icto betrue beyond CottrraciGion,by 
relling him intheir Addrefs, chac what he had done againft us was 
agreeable to the fenfeof both Houfes; and acquaincing him fur- 
ther; thac our Settlement ac Darien 1s inconiiftent wich the Planta- 
tion Trade of England.’ This is fo tar from ccnvidting us of Falt- - 
hood, for faying they keep our King Prifoner, that on ahe con- 
tra‘y ic is like putting him in Chains, to proveit to be crue, 
having ehus declar‘d, chat our Settlement is contrary ro the Intereft 
of England; it's as geod as .i{they had bid him look to himfelf, 

if he do any thing to enccurage it; far by their Treatment of him 
alas agit gd ig 4,58 ah 
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inotherrefpe&s, we may rarionally infer thae they would never 
have diyefted fuckrinvafions upon their Sovereignty and Trade. fo 
calmly as we have done, : Sy ue 

We know thar His Majefty’s Circumftances, as to England and 
Poitand, wre made ufeof by our Courtiers to excufe thofe Inyafie 


_ons, thar have alrea ‘y een made upon our Soveraignty and Trade: . 


buc we hope chis will be to far from prevailing wich a Scots Parlia- 
ment, to comply with the Meafures of the Court, thar it will ra 
ther pur them upon etf: tual Methods to fecure us againft them 3 
fince our King ts fo unhappily circumftantta‘e, that he is not ina 
condition co perform hi: Duzy co us, it’s f> much the more incum- 


_ bent upon ou- Par tamene co perform theirs, and to fupply whae 


His Maj-fty cannordo. He is as niuch our King, as if he were no 


way concern‘d with Exglaid or Holland, and isas much oblig‘d co 


promore our Incereft, as if he had no other to promote bur ours, 
if the Unionof she Cro. vns mae itrotherwi/e, ic is a fundamental: 
and in‘upportable Defect in our Gpvernamenc, that makes it uncae 
padle of aniwering its end, which by the Liws of God and Man 
is the good of the Peonle, or govern‘d Sociery ; therefore the 
Steves of che Kingdom are concern‘dto look to,ic, and redrefs if, 
as they will anfwer it to God, to the Nation, and their own Con-. 
{ciences. Ic‘ plain from the rath of the Romans, which hath 
been fo much wrefted o maincain the wicked Do@rine of PaG 
five Obedience, and Non-refiftance, rhat before. Governments can 
Jay ny Claim trom thar Text, to Submiffion or Revenue from the 
Subje@s, they muft make tr appear thitrhey are fuch Powers as. 
are there de(cribed, viz. Minifters of God for good to the $ubje@s, 
which is plain and demonftrable the King of England can never be to 
the People of Scotland, if the Union of the Crowns make him pree 
fer or efpoufe their Intereft to the Dammage of ours, which the 
Houfes of Parliament in England do plainly demand intheir Ad- 
dreffles. From whence it's evidenr, that 1f thefe Grievances can- 
not be redrefs d, fuch a Government is not what we are oblig‘d to. 
fubmir to, by the Law of God. a : 
As co ourown Conflicuzion, it’s well enough known what aur An- 
ceftors did,inrelation co rhofe Kings that fubjected us to the Englifh, 
and how they vindicated themfelves from that Invafion, _ both by 
their ens and Swords, when we were reduc’d much lower by the 


‘Court of England, in conjun@ion with our own Traytors than we 


are now, asco the Laws of Nations, whatever Gulielmus Cardinalis 
may poffefsfome of his Brethren of the Clergy with,: to the con 


trary; weare fure that 4lexaudev Cardinalis, Fafon, and Imola mains 


tain, that a Prince who governs a free Peop'e cannot render them 
Slaves, or fubje@ to the Dominion of another Prince, nor can the 
Barons of that Kingdom transfer the Prerogative of thar Liberty 
they have receiv'd from their Anceftors, upon any other chan their, 


own, 


ee 
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ewn Lord: and the famous Bodinus fays, ifa King whoislubje4 to 
none, do either of his own accord, or be forc’d avain{t his Will go 
ferve and obey another, he Jofes the Tirle and Ris hrs of M jefty, / 

We fee then into what a Cond:cion thefe pernicivusCounle!!ors, 
who have advis'd the King of Scots co do iuch things as m:ke the 
Kingdom of Scotland fubje@ to thar of Eneland, would bring His 
Majetty 5 we never lov’d any Prince fo well as King William, and 
are willing {till fo facrifice cur Lives and Fortunes fr him as our 
pawtul Sovereign: Butthere’snoreaion we fhou'd make a surren- 
def Ot our Freedom and Trade co the Humour ot thofe pe:nicious 
Counfélior: about him, who betray his Honour and S_vcreignty in 
betraying ours: It being cercainly more for his Maj-ftics Giury to 
be Sovereign of two indepen..ent Kin; dcins, chan to be cut Sove- 
reign of one, 2nd Vaflal to himftlt for another. 

From all this ic follows, that the Par iamenr of Scotlard have a 
righe to addrefs his Majeft;, thac fuch Perfons as advife him to 
thofe things ought co be remov‘d from his Prefence and Councils 


_ forever, as Enemies to the Dignicy of the Crown, and the Peace of 


the Narions. et : | 
1c were alfo proper fcr retrieving the Horour of our publick 


Juftice, thac an Addrefs fhouli be made for removing thie froin 
“his Prefence and Councils, that ftand charg‘d with being privy to 


a defign to aflaflinate King Charles If, with having Penfien in che 
Jate Reigns for fecrec Service, and with Acceffion to the Maflacre of 
Glenco. and thac the A€tors in thace barbarous Nuracr fhou! be 
punifh’d according to meric. Nor ovghtic co psf wi hour ei quily, 
by what means thofe Perfons und: r Condemna‘ion tor a b rbarcus 
Rape, and other tshuman Treatmen: of the Lady Lovett, comiero 
be reprieved from time to time, ‘0 the fcancal of the Jultce 
of the Nation, and that one of them fhou'd be fuffec‘d not 
only tolurk in England, but have.accefSto our Great Men in she 
Government, thoadeclared Redelaud Cravror, aid oughe to have 
fufferea in Scotland tor Thefc and Murder Cercamly ic is nor tor 
his Majefties Honour chat the Coure fhould be made a SanGuary for 
the blackeft of Criminals, and much !efs thar we fhould be g vern’d 
by the advice of any fuch, who befides have nd Eitate nov Torereft 
jnour Kingdom. Bur this ts aS effe& of our noc having infifted to 
have the chief Inftruments of the Tyranny and Cruelry 0° che/lace 
Re gns made publick Examptes. Others are not onlv encourip’ to 
follow their Steps, bur ic feemsour Adminiftracion muft be chiefly 

entail’d upon Men of thar Kidney. | 
Ic would allo feem abfolucely neceffary, thar an erquiry fhould 
be made into thofe chat aivis'd the curning fo many Per.ons of | ua- 
lity out of Council, and other Pofts of Honour and Aav nave, 
for oppofing a Scanding Army; Gc laftSeffiors. Thsi to oniy 
contrary to the Ciaim of Righe, which demauds freedom of Den ce 
and 


pone 
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and Speech in Parliament; but tends to the uttet fibverfion of all 
our. Liberties 5 for Parliaments are of no. u‘e if Members may not 
have libercy to vore there, according to the Didtates of Honour end 


Confciénce: This is a plain cemonftration that, the Courtiers defign — 


to carry onan Incereft oppofireto that of the Country; and that we 
are riding Poft co the Tyranny of the late Reigns. ‘It fhews alfo 
the height of Concempe for our Nation, fince our Neighbours of 
Englanda e not fo treated 3 ir being well enough known there, that. 
Lords of the Bed-Chamber, and Officers of the Army, voted againft 
a Standing Force in thar Kingdom, withour being turn‘ out of their 
Pofts, or any ways difprac‘d for it. To whav a,miferable Condt- 
tion are we reduc‘d then, when the Parliaments of Scotland, that 
formerly gave Laws to cur Kings, cannot now efpoufe the Intereft 
of their Country without being thus trode upon, This proves the 
abfolure neceffity of keeping Officers, and others that h ve depen. 
dence upon the Court, cr Penfions from it, our of our Parliaments. 
Let us do all we can in that matter, the Court will have always more: 
than i's proportionable Influencethere, by fuch Lords as havea de-: 
pendance upon them, and thofe Officers of Stare that are allow’d 
to be in the Houle. Si Rat os 

TheFarming of the Cufioms by the Royal Burroughs, ought alfo 
ro be caken into Confideration; for if thax be found to have an ine 
fluence: on their Vores in the Houfe, ics as much againit the Claim 
of Right, as thefe Proceedings complain’d of there, that were 


judg’ ro be equal to the King’. namirg that entire Staté of P.rlia- 


ment. Ic’s there‘ore hcp’d chat the Royal Burroughs will, by theit . 
behaviour in Parliament, vindicate themfelves from all Sufpicion in 
this Matcer, and char they will not concur with any Defign againft 
the Trade of the Nation, wherein they Fave fo great a Concern 3 
efpecially when they confider that the mo;eReftraints there are up- 
onit, of the lefs value willtheir Farmbe, if ic be chovghe fic thar 


it fhould, be continued. 


We might enlirge in I fmitun, the Grievances and Wants of our 
Country are {Oo many 5 Out mutt draw toa Conclufion, after having 
propofed fome few things more. 


~ Ic feems abfolutely ncceflary our Parliament fhou'd enquire what 


eocd Laws«re needtul ro fecure our Conflicution, -hd to provide 
for it accordingly. In crdcr co thts tt would feem requifite, that 
aCommittee fhould be appointed to confider what our Scares infift- 
edonin 1641,28 our Native Right, and whit the Englifh have ob- 


tain‘d fince che Revolution for fecuring their Libercy and Property. . 


His Majefty if yhe be al’ow’d by our Enemies, to teftify his pacer- 
nal Affetion rowards ws, cannot, nor wi!] rot think it-hard if we 
demand that, and more, fince we are reduc‘d fo low. by the Op- 
preffions of former Reigns, hive loft fo much by the Abfence of our 
Kings, now almoft for roo Years,, and are d. priv‘d of all hopes of 
having chem refide among({i us any aiore. The 
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The Damage we muft of necefficy fuftain by that alone is very 

great, and not to be compenfiated by any Equ valent we can pro- 
pofe; for do whac we can, our Princes muft be educared ina 
Country, that as His Majefty himfelf has been p'eas‘d to exprefs, 
it is fie to interfore too often with us in point of Trade; and he plain- 
ly fees they have no Difpofition toan Usion with us, by which 
it might be prevented, - 
_ Since we are founhappy, as to‘have our Princes educated by 
tho’e who differ from us, both as co Churchand State, and thar by 
confequence they muft needs be bred np in anAverfion for our Con- 
iticutions: Ics abfolurely neceflary we fhould have Laws ro feciire 
otherwife ic willbea perpetual Source of Difcord betwixt Prince 
ard People, anda Seminary of Divifion berwixt the two Nations 4 
to prevenc whichas it’s the Dury,fo it ought robe the Gare cf every 
Prince that wou'd fhew himfelf to be a true Father to his Councry, 

That this fear of creating in our Princes an Averfion for our Na- 
tion and Conftitution, is buc too well grounded; tine paft hack 
prov'd beyond Contradidticn, and we wifh thactime to come may 
hot prove ic farcher. ! 

Jf we take bur a curfory view of the behavionr of our Kites ¢> 
us fince that Union, the marks of their Averfion towards us, flare 
us inthe Face. K. Zames our Sixth; anc their Firft, tho a Native 
of Scotland, and {wore at his Acceflion to the Crown of England, 
he would vific us once in three Years, never came near us afterwards 
but once 3 and that only to ftrengthenthe Fa@ion amoapét us, that 
had joined with him, in endeavouring toinflave us. K.Charles I, 
tho likewifea Native of Scotland, the firft time that ever he came 
ficar us was with an armed Force to fubdue us,becaufe ofour firug- 
gling againft thatSlavery, of which his Father had laid the Foune 
dation. Havingafcer this, under Pretence of a mock Treaty, fown 
the Seeds of :n unnatural War, which foon after broke our ja our 


- Nation, by Montroffe, and the Irifh Rebels chat join’d him, he never 


came near us more, till Necedicy coxnftrain’d him co flee to our 


Army. “Atthaceime, it’s known we made honourable Terms for 


himavith the Englifh, and fuch indeed, asneither his Circamfan- 
ces, nor our own could oblige them tomuke good, which, con 
fidering the Provocations he had given us, and-the Slighes pac up-n 
us, in all Treaties during thae War, as is ceftified by Whitlock in 
lis Memoirs, and other Englifh Writers, could preceed trom no- 


' thing bucan Exuberrant Affelion, to a Prince thar all along had 


teftified fach an Afierfion for us, ; | 
His Son K. Chur.tl. he came to us in his Diftrefs,or to fpeak more 
truly, we invited him toa Crown whenhe had not fo much asa 


— Cotcage, and expofed our felves xo Ruin and Devuftition for his 


fake; yecatter che Reftauration he never came near us, bur uns 


gratefully overturned our Conftiration in Church and Seace, cut off 


i the 


ee 


ee 
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the Marquis of 4rgile’s Head that fet.our Crown upon his cwn, 


and made thofe injurious A&s which ruined us in our Trade with © 


England. . 

King Fames our VIL. and their 11, when chafed from Exgland as 
a Traytor, andin danger of being excluded from their Crown, 
we received him with open Arms, Settled our Succeflion upon 
him, and turned the Balance in Englandon his fide. Yet henever 
once came near us afterwards, but by his defpotical Proclamations 
overturned the {mall remains of our Liberties chat his Brother had 
left, and wounded our Religion and Laws both at once. 


King William for whom we have fhed fo much of our Blood in 
Britain, Ireland, and the Netherlands, and whom we. allowed a-- 


Standing Army when the Parliament of England would [carcely al- 
Jow him histGuards. He hath never yet honoured us with his Pre- 
fence, and we fee how we have been treated by wicked Counfellors 
about him, how our Sovereignty is trampled under foot, our Trade 
appofed, our Men ftarved, and our Colony by that means deferted. 


-Certainly thefe Inftances are enough to juftifie our demands of ha- 


ving Laws for the fecurity of our Liberty as good at leaft, 1f not bet- 


ter than thofe of our Neighbours, fince our Kings have ever fince the _ 


Union been’ in the Hands of our Enemies, and that chere’s little 
probability of irs ever being otherwife. 15: 

To come toa Conclufion our Tiade is the thing that’s now firuck 
ar, and tho’ we be a Soveraign free People, have Heads, Hearts, 
Hands, Commodittes, Harbours, fome meafure of Shipping, and 
good Laws to encourage our carrying icon; yer our Neighbours 
will nor allow us todo it,but break through all the Laws of God and 
Manto puta flop to irs Our King that fhould proreé us and go 
in and out before us, is in the Hands our Enemies, that plainly 
tell him our Trade ts inconfiftent with theirs, and that they expe@ 
the preference 5 and ina word, he is forced to act againft us: What 
fhall we do then? Becaufe our King is a Prifoner muft our Parlia- 
ment be fo roo? Becaufe he cannot do what he would and what he 
ought, muftnot they do it neither ? Becaufe fome of our Country- 
men agout him, and who have pofts under him concur. with our 
Enemies to betray ut, muft noc the Reprefenratives of our Country 
redreis us 2? Muft we who never allowed our Princes when at home 


and governed by our own Councils, to plead their Prerogative | 


contrary to Law, fuffer our Princezmow, when govern’d by Fo- 


reign Councils, tofwallow up our Laws and Conftitution by pre- _ 


tended Prerogative ? 
We fee thatno Kings can either by the Laws of Godor Man 


plead any Prerogative that’s inconfiftent with the good of the Peo- 


pic, and our Kings leaft of any. Our Neighbours. may boaft of 
their Atagna Charta, and orher Priviledges granced them by their 
Kings. We baye fomething more G'oriousto boaft of, ond chat ts, 
cur 


x 
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our Kings haveno Prerogative bur what was granted them by us. 
Our Anceftors who firft inhabited this Ifland, did not receive their 
Lands from the Giftof a Conqueror or General, who afterwards 
made himfelf Prince, as happened cto moft other Nations in Eu- 
rope, but being poflefled of aCountry, we fent for Fergus and made 
him King, and let his Eldeft Son Ferlegus know to his coft, that 
we chofe aKing for our own good, to be our General, fight our 
Battles, and not to to Luxuriate in Wealth and Pleafures 3 that 
Ambitious Y oungfter was quickly made fenfible that we never in- 
tended our Crown fhould be Hereditary in fuch amanner asto be 
entailed upon the Heads of Fools and Madmen; in like fort when 
we were banifhed the iffand by the Britains, Pi€s and Roman, 


we fent from the Weftern Iflands where we kept Pofleffion, for - 


Fergus 11, and made him King, and under his Condu& recovered 


-ourCountry. Ina word, inallthe Revolutions of Time and Go- 


vernment, it’s plainfrom our Hiftories, that our Kings always re- 
ceived their Crowns at our Hands, upon fuch Conditions as we 
thoughr fic in the refpective Junures; from whence it follows 
that our Kings have no Prerogative but what they muft plead from 
A& of Parliament, and that whatever they cannot juftifie that 
way, isan Ufurpationof that Right which we ftill keep in our 
Hands. ; 
Our Cafeis not like that of other Nations who obtained their 
Priviledges from the Favour and Clemency of their Conquerors, 
without whofe Confent they could make no Laws; on the contrary 
we always referv’d the Sovereign Power in our felves, and hence it 
was that our Ancient Parliaments or Meetings of the States did fo 
frequently call our Kingsto their Bar, and met without their Con- 


fent when the urgent Affairs of the Nation did requireit. Hence. 


it was that their Refolves had the foree of a Law, whether their 
Kings confented or not; and that they dethron’d them for Male- 
adminiftration, as hoppened ro Baliol, Q. Mary, and others 3.and 
by that fame Authority they forfeiced the late King Fames. 

Is itnot ftrange then, that we fhould now fuffer our felves to be 
bubled out of our Sovereignty and Trade by the idle Stories of Pa- 
raficical Courtiers, whotell us Ais Majefiy 2 forced to Grimace to 
Pleafe the Englifh? Will not all the Werld cry fhame upon us, and 
Pofterity curfe us if we be he@tored out of our Liberties by the 
Bugbcar of a Prerogative cryed up by a Mercenary Lawyer or two, 


who betray all Caufes that ever they take in hand ? 


Such Gentlemen, we doubt nor, will prefently ory out Treafon, 
and plead that this Book ought to be burne as the Enquiry was in 
England; butif whatis here faidbe norour ancient and rfue Con- 
fiicurion, lec us burn our Hiftories and A@s of Parliament thar mif 
lead us 3 lec us cancei all our A@s eftablifhing the Reformation ; 
Jct uscondema our Claim of Right to the flames, and abjure Par- 
" ea OH 2 liaments 
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Hiaments for ever 3 let uscancel our Coronation Oathand to-erown 
the work s let us fend cyer to Sx, Germains and pray the late Kirg 
ro return again, and Govern usby his Abfolute Power, unccntrola-. 
ble Authority, and Proclamacious caffing and annulling al! our Laws; 
atid to this letus promifehim Obedience without relerve,. ' 
_If itbe not this, ir is fomething as. bad the Fa@ionfeem to be 
aiming at, when they make Invafions upon our Sovereignty and 
Commerce, give frtvolous Anfwers to all our Complaints, falfify 
Promifes. of Redrefs, murder our SubjeQs abroad by fraudulent 
Proclamatious, delay the Meeting of our Parliament, though cur 
bleeding Hcnour and Intereft require it; forbid Petitioning for a 
Redreis of thofe things by Froclamation, and feem rac:her toup- 
braid thanto anfwer us when it is prefented: If to give Money io 
Keep up a Standing Army to protect the Advifers of thofe Grievan- 
ces, and compleat our Slavery be of more confequence to che Na- 
tion than to haye thofe Grievances redrefled, let us begin wich that 
the Faction calls the Kings BufinefS , buc if the Crys of an An-. 
clent, ana Gullant, though opprefied Nation, that reach upto the 
Heavens be of any weight, lec’s give the Redrefs of thofe Grice. 
vances the prefereace, . eR : . 
Our Company for trading co Afrita and the Inilies, have by their 
Memorials and Addreffes, affirred our Rights as became true Parri.. 
ots of their Country. | May ic never be faid we are fo niuch dege- 
nerated, that chr Parliament {hall not-as much outdo the Comoa- 
ny in this, as they are Superior to them in [nrereft and Power. 
This Company isthe Creature of our States, (for the Faction will 
nor fufler His Msjcfly to ownic) therefore they are oblig’d in Ho- 
pour and Duty to fupporcic ; we hope then ic will be no unreafoni- 
ble Requeft 1f the Natiendefire, chat the Money thac was {pene 
on 2 Mercenary Army to enflive us be given for the Support of a 
Trading Compsny, to entich us, end that our Lawe-givers would 
hkewile be pias d +o confider the Greans of cur poor opprets‘d 
People throughout the Kingdom, mcke Laws for encouraging cur 
Musband-mento plant and inclofe, to advance and incourage our 
Foreign znd Fifhing Trade, and to prevent che levying af our Men 
for Exgufh, or any foceipn Service; Muft we be perpetually cone 
demn‘d-to breed up Men to be deftroy‘d in the defence of other 
Nations, ‘after we have beenat the Expence of their Maintenance 
and Edvecanion? Muft we fill be deprivd of the Bruits of cher 
Lacur that fhould reward us, and of their Offipring which would 
itrenethen and enrich us? What vaft Sums do we lofe every Year 
by the Multicudes of our People, that are fere’d ro go abréad for 
wantof Imploymentathome, and how much our wane of good 
Laws to incourage their Induitry,and fecoure their Property difcqu- 
tages fuch of chera from returning again, as acquire Eftates. and 


more 


subfiance al road, is obyious ‘rom many Inftances5 bur from none. 
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morethan that late one of Sir William Brown, the great Dintfick 
Merchanr, who, upon that account.chufes rather to become a Pur- 
chafer in Exgland, thano return to his native Country. 

Thus we have {poke our Mind freely, as we think ic incumbene 
upon alltrue Scori-men in this prefent jun@uretodo, The Griev- 
ances here pointed at, areto be remedied no other wife but by Par- 
liamenr, and tho itbe fcarcely confiftent with our Safery, that one 
Parliament fhould continue fo long as this hath done, becaufe of 
Members being liable to Tentations by Penfions or Places 5 yet there 
may perhaps be a Providence in it, that God would referve the 
Honour of compleating our Deliverance from Tyranny, by the fame 
Parliament that had fo gloriouflycommenc’d it. Our Kingdomne- 
ver had greater Provocation to refent-the Treatment of wicked 
Counfellours than at prefenc, nor could we expect a more favour- 
able opportunity for it. The Houfe of Commons in England have 
fetus a noble Example, pour’d ignominy .and Contempt upon 
fome of thofe Evil Counfellours, and have fqueezd the Purfes of 
others :_ we have as gnod reafon as far as our Cafe requires it to 
take the fame Method. We havereafon to apprehend that our 
Grievances proceeds from fome of the fame Perfons. It’s well e« 
tough known chat thofe by whom we are chiefly govern’d have all 
their dependance upon them; and fince we find them ro be fuch 
as are capable of Bribes, to give His Majefty fuch Advices as are 
Inconfiftent with his Promifes to the Parliament of England, and 
by them declared capable of creatinga Mifunderftanding and Jea- 
loufy betwixt him and thar People... Why-fhould we northink they 
are guilty of the fame things, in relation to us. If they be fuck 
as take Money to a& contrary to the Intereft of thar potent: Natt- 
on, what fhould hinder them from taking Bribes to ruin_the Ho- 
nour and Trade of ours; if they fhew fuch favour to Irifh Papiits 
again{t the Intereft of Great Britain, and the Proteftant Religion, 
Why may they not take Bribes from the Spaniards or French, nay 
from the Pope himfelf, to oppofe our Settlementin America, fince 
he dreads ic fo much. At the fame time its known we have Ene- 
mics nearer home, and fuch as underftand the Art of Bribing too: 
They have declar‘d themfeives fo much in oppofition to our foreign 
Trade, as demonftrates they would not grudg fome Money to have 
ic totally odftruéted, This makes it neceflary to enquire how our 
Treafury has been manag’d at home, which way our Forfeitures 
here, have been difpos'd of, and whether we have any within our 
own Bowel:, that have the Arc of taking Money, or are poflefl’d 
with Souls mean enough to become Deputy Penfioners to thofe great 
ones: It were one g00d way totry it, to fee who would oppofe 
a Vote in-Parliamenc, that fuch as fhall be found guilty of taking 
Bribes, Penfions, or Placés co yote for a Standing Army, and a- 
sainft a Tux for maintaining our American Colony, be eee 
Resin (oes + A ~ 3 at : ae “4 $ ec ar’. 
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déclar‘d uncapable of fitting in Parliament, or of bearing any pub. ‘ 


lick Office in the Kingdom. © This is fo much the more neceffary, 
that ‘eis openly difcours’d if England, as if a great Sum of Money — 
were to be difpos‘d of for ‘thar end, and that Precepts are drawn 
te pay it accordingly uponthe opening of our Parliament. It's to 


‘be hop‘dthat none of our Nobility and Gentry,; who have been — 
formerly fo renown‘d for gallantly defending their Country, will 


be bought off from efpoufing its Interef#rin this critical juncture. © 
Penfions and Places can‘t be aflur‘d to their Pofteriry ; where asthe 


Shame and Ignominy of fuch a Practife will render their Name and | 


Memory as execrable to the Scortifh Nation as are thofe of the 


infamous Baliol and Menteith, and be eternal Monuments of: Dif- 


grace and Reproach to their FAMILIES, 


Re a ES 
ee 


: Vitam quam Patric debeo, ei devovi; cut fi aliam opens 


affere nen poffim, piis, erga cam conatibus immoriturus fiun. 
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